1 Peter
Grace Under Fire
Class #12
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Review – Chapter 1 (part 2)
· In verses 8-12, the idea is that the prophets were diligently searching for the Messiah and the time and circumstances of His coming.
· Does this mean the prophets knew nothing about Messiah?
· “Surely, Christ should also give the prophets the same scathing rebuke that He gave to the men on the road to Emmaus for being ignorant of his person and work from the OT” (Walter Kaiser).
· Peter says that the angels “long” to look into these things.  The word “long” means a strong desire.
· The word “look” has the idea of “snooping,” of peeking in from outside.
· What are the angels “seeing” as they watch our progress towards our ultimate “salvation of the soul?”  
· Are our lives any less interesting to angels than the lives of believers in Peter’s day?  Is God any less active in salvation history now than He was then?
· Verse 13 begins with the word “Therefore.”  What’s the “therefore” there for?
· What does it refer back to? _____________________.
· Transition from ____________ to ________________.
· Machen calls it “the hinge upon which the Epistle turns.”
· Read verse 13.  Pick one word out of it to describe what the entire verse is about:
· ______________
· What does that word mean in the NT?
· Phil 2:19.
· Peter makes his call to personal holiness in a negative and positive obligation:
· Negative:  “Be not conformed…”
· The Greek word for ‘conformed’ is related to our word “schema”  It is in the negative – don’t live by the pattern or mold of your previous life.
· Regeneration should make a radical break in one’s lifestyle.
· The former life was governed by the “lusts of your ignorance.”  “Lust” can simply be a strong emotion in the NT, but here (and many places elsewhere) it means negative emotions leading to sin.
· This is a strong commentary on the effects of sin.  Left to ourselves, we would eventually be overwhelmed by our evil desires until they became the dominating force in our lives.
· Why do you think Peter says that these desires are “lusts of ignorance?”
· Eph 4:18; Acts 3:17
· Phillips paraphrases:  “Don’t let your character be molded by the desires of your ignorance days.”
· Do you think Peter is saying that Christians never feel these desires?
· Christians are to recognize these desires for what they are.
· Gal 5:19-21; 1 John 2:16
· Positive:  “Be holy…”
· “but” that begins verse 15 signals a strong contrast to what has come before
· What does “like” mean in this verse? _______________________
· What does ‘holy’ mean? _________________________________
· In what way does Peter say we should be holy?
· In _____ your behavior.
· Is this possible?  How?

· Who has called us?
· Who is reserving an inheritance for us?
· Who is guarding us so we will not fall away?
· Why does Peter quote Lev 11:44?
· Because it is __________________.  It is a ________________.
· See also Jer 31:31 – 34.  It is a fulfillment of ________________.
· The father-child relationship is important, here, because children want to imitate their parents.  If God is our Father, whom should we want to imitate?
· When we imitate Christ, we are imitating God.  This, in turn, conforms our character to His.  We truly do become ‘holy,’ just as He is Holy!
