1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #25
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

The Work of Christ Brings Us (and Others Through us) to God (1 Peter 3:16-18)

· “Good conscience”
· “The testimony of God in your own soul, that in simplicity and godly sincerity you have your conversation in the world” (Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible).
· How can we keep a good conscience towards God?
· What should we do immediately when we sin?
· Why does Peter stress this point?
· “Put to shame”
· What two things can be accomplished if those who revile us are put to shame?
· ___________________________
· ___________________________
· “It is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right…”
· Where else has Peter said something very much like this?
· Why do you think Peter mentions this twice in his letter?
· _______________________________________
· “If God should will it so” uses an unusual Greek verbal mood (“the optative”) that signifies something that does not generally happen, but is possible.  
· “For Christ also died for sins…”
· The “For” introduces a purpose clause:  “Because…”
· “Also Died” (NASB, NIV) or “once suffered” (KJV)
· Oldest manuscripts have died (Greek: apethanen)
· Most later manuscripts have suffered (Greek: epathen)
· “Suffer” seems to fit the sense better, since Peter is talking about suffering.  But since dying is the ultimate suffering, and since it is better attested by the earliest and best manuscripts, most modern versions have died.
· Also supported by Syriac and Coptic translations (late 2nd C.)
· Since Christ suffered and died for our sins, there is little difference in meaning either way.
· “Once for all”
· Greek hapax.  Something that happens once, a single time.
· Cf., Jude 1:3
· This is a great verse to share with Mormons!
· “for all” does not mean “for all people,” but “for all time.”  “It is finished!”
· “The just for the unjust…”
· Isaiah 53:11-12
· “So that He might bring us to God”
· The purpose of Christ’s suffering is to bring us to God.
· What is the purpose of our suffering for doing good, if God so wills it?
· ________________________________________________
· How does our suffering differ from Christ’s?

· How is it similar?

· “Death in the flesh, alive in the spirit”
· NIV: “Alive by the Spirit” is possible, but unlikely.
· The contrast between flesh and spirit is between earthly existence (temporary) and heavenly existence (eternal).
· Does this verse mean that Jesus was raised ‘spiritually’ – that is, that He did not have flesh (a physical body)?
· Luke 24:39
· This is a great verse to share with Jehovah’s Witnesses!
