1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #27
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

Shelter from the Storm (1 Peter 3:21-22)

·  Christ’s Preaching reviewed:
· “In the spiritual realm of existence, Christ went and preached through Noah to those who are now spirits in the prison of hell.  This happened when they formerly disobeyed, while the patience of God was waiting in the days of Noah, when the Ark was being built” (Grudem, 1 Peter).
· “In which…” (verse 20)
· Literally “into which” – Noah and his family were saved from the flood by going “into” the ark.  Figuratively, we are baptized “into” Christ Jesus (Gal 3:27)– into his protective grace.
· “Through water…” (verse 20)
· “Through” (NASB, NIV) or “by” (KJV)
· Greek “dia” in this construction always means “through” or “the means by which”
· Noah and his family were saved by God after passing though the water – not saved “by” the water itself.
· This image of passing through the water leads Peter to transition to baptism.  “Corresponding to that…” (NASB) “This water symbolizes…” (NIV)  “And this prefigured baptism…” (NET).  
· See Heb 9:9
· “a copy of an archetype (anti, "corresponding to”), i.e., the event or person or circumstance corresponding to the type” (Vine)
· And I cannot help pointing out what a perfect illustration this is of the way you have been admitted to the safety of the Christian "ark" by baptism (Phillips).
· “Now saves you…”
· Is Peter saying that baptism is necessary for salvation?  Why or why not?
· Baptismal Regeneration = Baptism is necessary for the forgiveness of sins.

· “Peter asks his reader to consider the physical salvation of Noah. He states bluntly, "...eight souls were saved through water..." Building upon this point, he then speaks of our salvation, "There is an antitype..." [NKJV], "...the like figure..." [KJV], "...after a true likeness..." [ASV], "...corresponding to that..." [NASB]. Does it make any sense for Peter to say Noah and his family were saved through water, and in like manner, we are NOT save through water? Where is the logic in that?” (William J. Stewart)
· Sola Fide (“Faith Alone”):
· Peter is not saying that it was the water itself which saved Noah and his family, but an appeal to God that saves. The appeal is done by faith. Then baptism is actually an appeal to God, a trust in Him by faith, a dying to ourselves (Romans 6; Colossians 2), a public declaration of our identification with Christ.

· Which of these positions reflects Peter’s teaching?  Be specific in your answers:

· ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· “Appeal” (NASB); “Pledge” (NIV); “Answer” (KJV).
· The Greek word (epirōtēma) appears only here in the NT. 
· In extra-Biblical literature it has the sense of a contract (hence “pledge” in the NIV).  But this shifts the focus of salvation from God’s grace to man’s efforts, which is probably not Peter’s meaning, here.
· But words with the same root are used to mean “request” or “ask” elsewhere in the NT (e.g., Matt 16:1).  Thus, “appeal” (or “answer”) is most likely correct.
· “Who is at the right hand of God, having gone into Heaven…”
· Peter reverses the normal order of this formula, to emphasize Christ’s position of authority and power.  Why do you think Peter emphasizes this fact, here?
· _____________________________________________
· Angels and authorities and powers are angelic beings of various ranks (e.g., Rom 8:38; Col 1:16; Eph 6:12).
· The Vulgate (an early translation of the Bible into Latin) has the following additional text:
· Who is on the right hand of God, swallowing down death that we might be made heirs of life everlasting: being gone into heaven, the angels and powers and virtues being made subject to him.  (1 Peter 3:22 DRB)
· This is probably a scribal ‘gloss’ (marginal note) on the Greek manuscript that the Latin translator (Jerome) thought went with the text.  It is not inspired, but it illustrates what the first readers of Peter’s Gospel were thinking about when they read these verses.
· Peter’s primary focus in his letter – and most particularly in this section – is encouragement.  If Christ is supreme over all, and if we, as Christians – in some sense – even now share a little portion of that authority (Eph 2:6) – we may take heart that we really can do “all things, through Christ who strengthens us.”  Especially in:
· Spiritual warfare, freedom from fear, power to rebuke spiritual forces opposing Christ and the Gospel.
