1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #28
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

Suffering for Righteousness (1 Peter 4:1-6)

·  “Therefore…”  What the “therefore” there for?  Look back into chapter 3 and find the verse you think Peter is referring to.
· ______________________

· What does “suffered in the flesh” (or “in the body”) refer to?

· _________________________________________________.

· “Arm yourselves” is a military term.  “Prepare for battle.”

· “With the same purpose” (NASB).  “With the same mind” (KJV) is more literal.  What is Peter calling us to do?

· _________________________________________________.

· Peter’s purpose in using Christ as an example was to motivate his readers to be effective witnesses.  What is his purpose here? (4:1c).
· _________________________________________________.

· “Ceased from sin.”  What do you think Peter means, here?

· _________________________________________________.

· Are those who ‘suffer in the flesh’ always free from sin?

· _____________________.

· Then, what kind of suffering is Peter referring to?  What kind of suffering does he talk about in the previous chapter? (3:14).

· _______________________________________________.

· What does “rest of the time is the flesh” mean?

· __________________________________.

· What should be our purpose as believers – what should be our attitude? (verse 2).
· _________________________________________________.

· Peter now gives three reasons to motivate his readers to the right attitude.  Such an attitude is not natural and requires strong encouragement, which Peter gives from the past, the present, and the future:

· REASON #1: (the past):  “The time already past is sufficient…”

· Is Peter saying that our “time of fun” is now over, but we have had enough fun, and it is time to get serious?  Why or why not?

· _____________________________________________________________________________________________________.

· Who are ‘the Gentiles?’  Why is it significant that Peter uses this term?

· ____________________________________________.

· Read Romans 1:18-32. Which sin in Peter’s list does Paul say is the root or source of all others?

· REASON #2:  (the present): The fact that Christians no longer participate in the “flood of dissipation” (NIV) not only surprises non-believers, it creates hostility in them.
· What is the reason for this hostility? (Jn 16:8).

· __________________________________________________.

· “They malign you…” (NASB).  Read some other translations.  What specific kind of abuse is this?

· _____________________________________.

· In what ways do you think Satan can influence us to sin, even when refusing to participate in sinful activities?

· What should our attitude be when we refuse to participate in sinful activities?

· _____________________________________.

· REASON #3: (the future):  

· Peter assures his readers that their opponents will be judged by God (see 1 Peter 2:23).

· Peter gives the purpose of the Gospel in verse 6.  “Even those who are dead” has been interpreted by some as another reference to Christ preaching to those in Hades.  But most commentators understand this to be a reference to the Gospel being preached to “those who are NOW dead.”

· How are believers “judged in the flesh as men?”

· How do believers “live in the Spirit?”

· Why should our future state be such a strong motivation for us to be willing to suffer as Christ suffered?
