1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #31
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

The Source of our Strength to Serve (1 Peter 4:11)

·  To whom is verse 11 directed? _______________________________________________

· The word translated “utterances” in the NASB (logia) refers specifically to the words of God spoken to men.  It can refer to the Old Testament scriptures (e.g., Rom 3:2).  Is Peter saying that when we speak, we should speak only God’s Word (i.e., quoting Scripture)?  Or is he saying that we should claim that our words are those of God (as Charles Taze Russell, founder of the Watchtower, claimed)?  What is Peter really saying about how we should speak?

· __________________________________________________________________

· “Serves” refers generally to all kinds of service, including the loving service of using one’s Gifts to edify the Body.

· What is the source of our ability to render such service, according to Peter?

· __________________________________________________________________

· The Greek here is literally “out of…”

· Service rendered out of one’s own strength and for one’s own needs can become wearying and increases one’s pride rather than one’s faith.

· While the service is directed towards other believers and towards building up the Church, its ultimate goal is to bring glory to the Father and to Jesus.  

· Peter closes with a doxology to Jesus – the man he knew on earth and who has now been revealed as God the Son.  See Rom 9:5 and Rev 5:13.

