1 Peter
Grace Under Fire 
Class #32
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12). 
Fellowship Time
Share the Sufferings of Christ – Part 1 (1 Peter 4:12-13)
·	Some liberal scholars have argued that this section is a second letter, grafted on the first, because of the doxology that precedes, and the change in subject matter. 
·	Doxologies can come in the middle of letters (See Romans 1:25; 9:5; 11:36). 
·	Is this really a change in subject? 
·	What is the overall purpose of 1 Peter? 
·	_________________________________________________ 
·	Who is Peter writing to? (Hint: Re-read 1 Peter 1:1). 
·	This area included 
·	Pisidian Antioch (see Acts 13:14, 50) 
·	Iconium (see Acts 13:51, 14:4-5) 
·	Lystra (see Acts 14:8, 19) 
·	Ephesus (see Acts 19:23ff) 
·	Is it really so hard to imagine that Peter would include this section, given his audience? 
·	Peter continually throughout this letter, speaks of persecution as both possibility and actuality. It is a given of the Christian life that, like our Savior, we will be persecuted in various ways. Peter says we should rejoice and “keep on rejoicing.” 
·	What does it mean when Peter says “Do not be surprised” or “Do not be astonished?” 
·	_______________________________________________________________ 
·	What images come to your mind when you think of “fiery?” 
·	_____________________ 
·	_____________________ 
·	What frame of mind should we have to “keep on rejoicing” in the midst of fiery trials? 
·	______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
·	Hint: What is God’s purpose in allowing trials in our lives? 
·	It is an amazing fact of the Christian life that as our trials increase, so should our Joy in the Lord. 
·	Acts 5:41; Romans 5:3; Colossians 1:24; Hebrews 10:34 
·	Suffering as a Christian confirms that we are, indeed, Christ’s own. Union with Christ not only is in terms of his death and resurrection, but also His whole pattern of life, including His suffering. 
·	1 Peter 2:20-21; Romans 8:17; Philippians 3:10; 1 John 2:6 
·	If we can rejoice in our suffering for Christ now, we will all the more rejoice when He returns. 
·	What does “exultation” mean? (Greek agalliaō: “To exult with spiritual joy”). 
Application: The next time you are suffering a trial – particularly for being a Christian – what should you do?
Ask God to remove the trial? 
Ask God “Why me?” 
Ask God for the strength to bear up under the trial? 
Ask God to reveal to you the lesson He is teaching you? 
If you are not normally persecuted for your faith, should you:
Rejoice? 
Consider why you are not being persecuted? (Are you living too much in the world?) 
Pray for God to grow you up into Christ, even if the path leads through persecution and trials? 


