Grace Under Fire
Class #8
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Be Holy – Part 1 (1 Peter 1:13 - 16)
· Verse 13 begins with the word “Therefore.”  What’s the “therefore” there for?
· What does it refer back to? _____________________.
· Transition from ____________ to ________________.
· Machen calls it “the hinge upon which the Epistle turns.”
· Read verse 13.  Pick one word out of it to describe what the entire verse is about:
· ______________
· What does that word mean in the NT?
· Phil 2:19.
· Peter supports this theme of _____________ through two activities.
· #1:  The phrase “prepare your minds for action” is literally in the Greek: “Grid up the loins of your mind.”  
· The translation gets the general sense, but misses the echoes of the OT background
· Ex 12:11; Job 38:3
· It means to be ready to see God ___________ and to respond to Him with instant ___________________.
· The verb is in a tense that means that the action is done for one’s own benefit, and has been already completed: “Having girded up the loins of your mind….”
· Peter describes a disciplined mind, one not given to idle thoughts or laziness.
· #2:  “Be sober in spirit.”  The Greek word means literal sobriety (not drunk with strong drink), but often has a metaphoric meaning in the NT.
· Peter says that the mind should be free from all forms of spiritual and mental loss of self-control.  
· These can be thought of as mental “addictions” or “idols” that can dominate our thought-life.
· See Col 3:2-3
· What are some examples in our lives that may seduce us from focusing on our hope?  
· To what degree are we to fix our hope on grace to come?
· In what ways should the knowledge of Christ’s 2nd Coming and our glorification with Him affect our lives here, today?
· Encouragement for the _____________ (Matt 5:4)
· Reordering of _______________ (Matt 6:19-21).
· _____________ changes in one’s life (1 John 3:3).
· The “As” that begins verse 14 has the force of “Inasmuch as you are.”  It speaks of Peter’s recognition that his readers were, indeed “children of obedience.”
· What is the significance of “children” in this verse?
· Peter emphasizes their character as “children of obedience,” as contrasted with unbelievers, who are “children of disobedience” (Eph 2:2).
· Peter makes his call to personal holiness in a negative and positive obligation:
· Negative:  “Be not conformed…”
· The Greek word for ‘conformed’ is related to our word “schema”  It is in the negative – don’t live by the pattern or mold of your previous life.
· Regeneration should make a radical break in one’s lifestyle.
· The former life was governed by the “lusts of your ignorance.”  “Lust” can simply be a strong emotion in the NT, but here (and many places elsewhere) it means negative emotions leading to sin.
· This is a strong commentary on the effects of sin.  Left to ourselves, we would eventually be overwhelmed by our evil desires until they became the dominating force in our lives.
· Why do you think Peter says that these desires are “lusts of ignorance?”
· Eph 4:18; Acts 3:17
· Phillips paraphrases:  “Don’t let your character be molded by the desires of your ignorance days.”
· Do you think Peter is saying that Christians never feel these desires?
· Christians are to recognize these desires for what they are.
· Gal 5:19-21; 1 John 2:16
· Positive:  “Be holy…”
· “but” that begins verse 15 signals a strong contrast to what has come before
· What does “like” mean in this verse? _______________________
· What does ‘holy’ mean? _________________________________
· In what way does Peter say we should be holy?
· In _____ your behavior.
· Is this possible?  How?

· Who has called us?
· Who is reserving an inheritance for us?
· Who is guarding us so we will not fall away?
· Why does Peter quote Lev 11:44?
· Because it is __________________.  It is a ________________.
· See also Jer 31:31 – 34.  It is a fulfillment of ________________.
· The father-child relationship is important, here, because children want to imitate their parents.  If God is our Father, whom should we want to imitate?
· When we imitate Christ, we are imitating God.  This, in turn, conforms our character to His.  We truly do become ‘holy,’ just as He is Holy!
