Grace Under Fire
Class #9
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Be Holy – Part 2 (1 Peter 1:17 - 21)
· In verse 17, Peter adds another reason to live a life of holiness:  fear of the Lord
· In what ways should Christians live in “fear” of God?
· ________________________________
· Heb 10:28-31
· ________________________________
· See 2 Cor 7:1; Phil 2:12
· The NIV’s “reverent fear” has no basis in the Greek text.  It is simply “fear.”
· The verb rendered “Addressed” in the NASB is better translated as “Called on.”  The tense of the verb suggests an ongoing, habitual action:
· “Since you call on…” (NIV)
· Why do you think Peter here calls God “Father?”
· Why does Peter emphasize that God judges “impartially” or “without favoritism?”
·  Notice that “judges” is in the present tense – it is an activity God is doing all the time.  Note, too, that it is “each one” who is judged.  
· What is He judging right now?
· Is Peter teaching a works (or deeds) based righteousness?  If not, then why does he say that God judges according to our deeds?
· Conduct yourselves speaks to the entire pattern of a person’s life.
· The word ‘conduct’ in Greek is closely related to “behavior” in verse 15.  The same idea is expressed in both verses – be holy in all you do; in all you do, fear the Lord.
· The NASB reads “your stay on earth,” but the Greek is literally ‘your exile’ (NIV:  Live your lives as strangers).
· Compare 1 Peter 1:1
· The sense of verse 17, then, is:  Since you have been calling on a Father who is also the Judge who shows no favoritism to His friends or children, and who id continually judging and rewarding each person according to what he does, then live your life on earth in fear of His discipline and displeasure.”
· Verse 18 begins with “knowing…”  The sense is that we should live our lives of exile here on earth in fear of God because He as bought us out of bondage to sin with a great and precious price.
· The implication is that we must never take the price for granted, nor fail to keep ourselves striving for holiness, because that is the purpose of our salvation!
· What does “redeemed” literally mean?
· What are we saved from (literally, “out of”)?
· Notice that the ways of sinfulness are inherited from our forefathers.  Do you think Peter is here primarily addressing Jews or Gentiles?
· “Way of life” is the same word for “conduct” = total pattern of one’s life.
· Eph 2:10
· How does Peter characterize our previous lives?
· Can you think of something that you were “redeemed out of” that you previously thought was fun or worthwhile, but now know to be futile?
· To whom is Christ’s blood ‘precious?’
· The primary meaning of “the blood of Christ” in the NT is His atoning sacrifice that paid the price for our sins.  Indeed, it is the only price that could have done so!  However, the NT also describes other effects of Christ’s blood:
· Cleanses our conscience (Heb 9:14)
· Bold access to God in worship and prayer (Heb 10:19)
· Progressively cleansed from more and more sin (1 Jn 1:7; Rev 1:5)
· Conquer Satan (Rev 12:11)
· Rescued out of a sinful way of life (1 Peter 1:9)
· How would you restate verse 20 to someone who has never read the Bible before?
· ________________________________________
· ________________________________________
· ________________________________________
· The word “believers” in verse 21 is the Greek word for faith: pistos.
· How do we define Biblical faith?
· Thus, it is through Christ that we trust God – in addition to fearing Him!
· Why does Peter here stress that God raised Jesus and gave Him glory? (see 1 Peter 1:13).
· The same God whose judgment and chastisement we fear is also the God who foreknew us from before the foundation of the world, who in the secret counsel of His will, chose us to receive an inheritance that can never perish or fade, who continually acts in our lives to guard us from stumbling so as to fall, and in whom we trust as our Savior.

