Conversational Apologetics Class – Conclusion Notes
Where we started…

The most basic question that everyone must answer in this life…

In the beginning God or in the beginning man?
These other most basic questions obviously follow…

Who are we?

Where do we come from?

Why are we here?

Where are we going?

Faith must be put in an object

God, Science, Self
Our confident belief is in the truth, value and trustworthiness of the person of Christ, and our saving relationship with God the Father through Him by the work of the Holy Spirit and the truth found in His Word the Bible. But there are other objects that people put their faith in...
Self  – the reference point for the observable, the reproducible and the experiential.

The “you only go around once in life so grab all the gusto you can” beer commercial philosophy. Ecclesiastes with some serious top spin.
Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die.

The reality of which is best expressed I think by Woody Allen recently.
"I make films because if I don't make them then I don't have anything to distract me."

"My whole life I am constantly fighting all kinds of depression and terror and anxiety and I find that, like a mental patient in an institution, that if they keep the patient busy finger painting then they are more relaxed.”

Woody Allen

BBC News entertainment reporter in Cannes, Thursday, 12 May 2005

Science – the observable, the reproducible and the experiential. Equally unattractive implications of scientism, which is all the rage in the salons of academia throughout the world.
River out of Eden: A Darwinian View of Life
by Richard Dawkins, 1995

"In a universe of blind physical forces and genetic replication, some people are going to get hurt, other people are going to get lucky, and you won't find any rhyme or reason in it, nor any justice. The universe we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but blind pitiless indifference." (p.133)

God – the perfect, omnipotent, omniscient originator and ruler of the universe.
Host of posers (remember this list from Christianity, so-called to Satanism with agnostics and atheists somewhere in the middle) but one true God…
Benchmark Definition of God

Unique, Personal, Plural, Spiritual, Eternally Self‑Existent, Transcendent, Immanent, Omniscient, Immutable, Holy, Loving, Creator, Ruler, Judge Of All Mankind

1 Corinthians 15: 3,4
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,

As Christians we are under authority – we are commanded to know - to believe - to choose - to obey. 

We have the only true answers to all the important questions of life which is in part why we have the commission found in Matthew 28:18-20 and the command found in 1 Peter 3:15 to ‘always be ready’ to give an answer -- to account for our hope.
Apologetics
(GK, apologia) “defense, to give an answer”

1 Peter 3:15

But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to every one who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence

Evidentialist – semi-rationalism, classical, or empirical apologetics – where God is on trial 

Presuppositionalist – where the unbeliever is on trial 

Addresses the pre-conditions of intelligent thought – the necessity of a rational, personal creator God for rationality, personality and creation

Fideist – where no trial takes place 

Truth is inaccessible to reason, that you must suspend reason and make a ‘leap of faith’
Relax and Listen – after all we are…

Snowflakes - Just remember as your kindergarten teacher no doubt told you, “each of us is unique and special like snowflakes, and just as wonderful and complex” so be nice and get to know one another, trusting that God will help us to know what to do and what to say in each situation.
Proverbs 3:5-7 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight. 
Do not be wise in your own eyes

We ended the introduction to the class with a riff on one of the most basic logical propositions of cause and effect - Ex nihilo, nihil fit - out of nothing, nothing comes, which argues powerfully for the creator God of the Bible… 
i.e., we asked you to make a commitment to this class since out of no study, no knowledge will come – a commitment to be here, to invest the time and energy, to absorb, mull over and otherwise carefully consider what we would be sharing, so that it might make a difference in your witnessing, in your defense of the faith. And here you are…

Going forward, as this class comes to an end, I would like you to consider this proposition in another light.
I want to play two short audio files of John MacArthur that speak powerfully to this proposition as it relates to conversational apologetics.

In the first he comments on the uniqueness of scripture… if you don’t begin with the truth [God’s Word] as a foundation, then everything that follows will not matter.
In the second he gives us an incredible example of how we can choose to make something extraordinary IF we are willing to be used of God and make an “extraordinary commitment and an equally extraordinary effort.”
Given that kind of total commitment and effort what could God not do with us?
