Doctrines & Differences

Class #1

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Introductions

What We’ll Be Covering

· Is this a Class in “Apologetics?” … Yes and No!

· Are there any books to buy?

· Will there be homework?

· Will there be time to fellowship?

What We Believe and Why We Believe It


3 Essential Christian Doctrines

· The Doctrine of God (The Father; the Son; the Spirit; the Trinity)

· The Doctrine of the Bible (Scripture Alone)

· The Doctrine of Salvation (Grace Alone through Christ Alone)

What Others Believe and Why They Don’t Believe What We Do

· “All Cults deny the Deity of Christ and salvation by Grace alone and replace them with a works-based theology” (John MacArthur)

· “What is the difference between Christianity and all other religions?  That’s easy:  Grace!” (C.S. Lewis)

An Introduction to the Major Cults of Christianity

· An Opportunity to Witness at your doorstep

· Why Should we Witness to JWs, Mormons and other pseudo-Christians

· JWs and Mormons say they are “Christians.”  Are they?

· Having the Right Jesus (a “proper object of one’s faith”)

· Differences in Non-Essentials

· Differences in Essentials

· What, then, shall we do?

For Further Reading:

Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem (Zondervan).  A substantial but very readable introduction to the major doctrines of Christianity.  I don’t agree with Grudem in some non-essentials, but in essential doctrines, he’s solid as a rock.

The Forgotten Trinity, James White (Bethany House).  An excellent general introduction to the concept of the Trinity with responses to the most common objections raised by the cults.

Letters to a Mormon Elder, James White (Bethany House).   An imaginary exchange of letters between an evangelical Christian and an LDS missionary.

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Robert M. Bowman, Jr.  (Baker Books).  A good, general introduction to what Jehovah’s Witnesses believe from an evangelical Christian perspective.

