Doctrines & Differences

Class #10

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

· Is the Trinity to be found in the NT? (Continued)

· John 1:1 (Continued)

· John 1:1a

· “In the beginning…”

· What beginning?

· Genesis 1:1

· Greek Old Testament:  En Arxe…

· John 1:1:   En Arxe…

· A beginning or “the” beginning

· Context = Creation of all things

· JW Theology

· Does Genesis 1:1 depict the creation of all things?  What about the angels?

· Rabbi’s from Jesus day believed angels were created during the 7 days of creation

· There is no evidence that Jews conceived of a beginning before The Beginning

· The Word's being with God from the "beginning" must here refer to the beginning of Jehovah's creative works.  This is confirmed by other texts identifying Jesus as "the first-born of all creation," "the beginning of the creation by God" (Col. 1:15; Rev. 1:1; 3:14).  Thus, the Scriptures identify the Word (Jesus in his prehuman existence) as God's first creation, his firstborn Son (Aid to Bible Understanding, p. 918).
· Job 38:7

· Genesis 2:1 “all their hosts”

· Mormon theology

· Matter is eternal

· AND then the Lord said: Let us go down. And they went down at the beginning, and they, that is the Gods, organized and formed the heavens and the earth.

· And the earth, after it was formed, was empty and desolate, because they had not formed anything but the earth; and darkness reigned upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit of the Gods was brooding upon the face of the waters.

· And they (the Gods) said: Let there be light; and there was light. (Pearl of Great Price, Abraham 4:1-3)

· You ask the learned doctors why they say the world was made out of nothing; and they will answer, "Don't the Bible say he created the world?" And they infer, from the word create, that it must have been made out of nothing. Now, the word create came from the word baurau, which does not mean to create out of nothing; it means to organize--the same as a man would organize materials and build a ship.(Jospeh Smith, Journal of Discouses, pp. 4-6).
· The Hebrew bara means ‘create.’  It does not mean “organize.”  There is another Hebrew word for “make” (asah), which may include the idea of making something from existing material – but bara is the term exclusively used of God’s creative acts.
· “Essences” or Spirits are eternal
· God never had the power to create the spirit of Man at all (Teachings of Joseph Smith, p. 30).  
· Genesis 2:7; Ecc 12:7; Heb 12:9
· “Was” the Word
· Significance of “was”
· Already existing
· Greek tense signifies continuous existence in the time period specified.
· The Word was existing in the Beginning
