Doctrines & Differences


Class #11


Handout

John 1:1b

Greek text and literal translation

kai ho logos ēn pros ton theon,

and the word was with the God

Answering the Watchtower:

1. The Watchtower says: “A person cannot be the same person he is with; therefore, Jesus cannot be the same God as the God of John 1:1b”

How would you respond?

2. The Watchtower says: “Trinitarians change the meaning of the word “God” in John 1:1b to mean “God the Father.”  John doesn’t say, “The Word was with the Father;” he says, “The Word was with God.”  John distinguishes the Son from God in this verse, but Trinitarians say The Father and the Son are One Being.

How would you respond?

Hint 1:  With whom is Jesus in a close relationship in John 1:18?  Look at the literal translation, above – notice the “the” before God.  Consider the following sentence:  “In the beginning was the Pastor, and the Pastor was with the Human, and the Pastor was human.”  Does the word “Human” change meaning in this sentence?  Do the Human and the Pastor have the same nature?

Hint 2:  Now consider the NWT translation:  “The Word was a god.”  By “a god,” the Watchtower means a lesser god – an angel.  Does the word “God” change meaning between John 1:1b and 1:1c for Jehovah’s Witnesses?  Are Jehovah’s Witnesses accusing us of a fallacy they commit themselves?

Answering the Latter Day Saints:

1. Mormon theology holds that Jesus was not always God, but became a God through a process of “eternal progression.”  Mormon theology also holds that one may only become a God by first obtaining a human body and following all the proper ‘ordinances’ of God’s true Church.

Does John 1:1 support or conflict with this theology?

2. Mormon theology further holds that the Son was YHWH of the Old Testament.  Do you see a contradiction in this belief with those expressed in Question #1?

How would you use this apparent contradiction to present who Jesus really is to a Mormon missionary?

