Doctrines & Differences

Homework due Week #3

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Read pp. 10-18 of “The Biblical Doctrine of the Trinity” by B.B. Warfield.  Then read pp. 1-4 of the excerpt from the Watchtower’s “Should You Believe in the Trinity” booklet (“Is it Clearly a Bible Teaching?”).  NOTE:  Watchtower Literature is heretical in nature.  Read with discernment!

Answer the following questions:

1. Warfield says that the fundamental proof of the Trinity is in its revelation (p. 10).  The Watchtower quotes several sources that seem to say that the Trinity is not to be found in Scripture.  Which do you find to be the more persuasive argument and why?

	

	

	

	

	


2. Warfield’s discussion of various passages in the Gospel of John begins on page 12.  If you had to choose 3 verses to present to a Jehovah’s Witness this afternoon, which would they be and why?

	

	

	

	

	


3. The Watchtower quotes E. Washburn Hopkins as saying that to Jesus and Paul, the Doctrine of the Trinity was “apparently unknown.”  Read Warfield’s discussion of Matthew 28:19 (page 15) and use it to respond to Hopkins’ assertion.

	

	

	

	

	


4. Warfield’s touches on Col 2:9 on page 18 (“The fullness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily”).  Read Col 2:1-10 and respond to Hopkins’ assertion that Paul knew nothing of the Trinity:

	

	

	

	

	


5. The excerpt from the Watchtower’s brochure uses a form of argument known as an “Argument from Authority.”  Such an argument uses alleged “expert testimony” to prove a point.  Look over the authorities cited by the Watchtower and notice how often the quotations provided use “. . .” to indicate something has been removed from the quote.  Notice also that while the book or author has been listed, no page numbers are provided for easy reference.  Suppose you’ve asked a Jehovah’s Witness who has called on you to give you a copy of the “Should you Believe in the Trinity” booklet.  You tell him that you’ll read it over and give him your comments next week.  What do you think you might do over the next week to respond to the various “arguments from authority” presented here?

	

	

	

	

	


