Doctrines & Differences

Class #23

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

LDS Scriptures

· Timeline for the LDS Scriptures

· 1830 – First Edition of Book of Mormon published

· 1830 – Smith begins his translation of Genesis

· 1833 – First Edition of the Doctrine & Covenants published

· 1835 – Second Edition of D&C published (many changes)

· 1835 – Smith purchases the “Anthon Papyri”, purported to be the last book of Abraham

· 1842 - First Edition of the Pearl of Great Price published

· 1921 – Edition of D&C published minus “Lectures on the Faith”

· If the LDS Scriptures are God’s Word, we would expect them to originate from the hand of an Apostle 

· LDS claim Joseph was a prophet and apostle

· If the LDS Scriptures are God’s Word, we would expect them to be consistent with the Bible

· LDS interpret the Bible in such a way as to conclude it does contain LDS theology

· If the LDS Scriptures are God’s Word, we would expect them to be consistent with themselves

· Test Case – Are the LDS Scriptures consistent with themselves?

· Class exercise

1. Read the handouts

2. List the inconsistencies you see between the earlier Scriptures and the later ones
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· The Mormon Doctrine of God
· Plurality of Gods (polytheism)
· God has a physical body of flesh and bone
· God is limited by natural law
· God is neither all-powerful nor all-knowing
· God created the universe from eternal, pre-existing matter
· Some Problems with the Book of Mormon as God’s Word
· Historical accuracy
· Where is the archeological evidence for vast, Hebrew civilizations in the New World?
· The BOM refers to “coins,” “swords,” “armor,” “wheeled carts,” “horses,” and dozens of other items for which not one sliver of evidence has ever been found.
· LDS scholars cannot locate the precise location of a single city mentioned in the BOM
· Present-day native American languages bear no resemblance to Hebrew or Egyptian
· Internal inconsistencies
· Comparisons between the first edition of the BOM and later editions reveal significant theological changes – many of which downplay monotheism
· As much as 1/3 of the BOM is directly taken from the KJV
· An early draft of the first portion of the BOM was burned.  Smith never “re-translated” the burned portion, but substituted other “books.”  Did he have a problem recalling exactly what the lost portion contained?
· Biographical issues
· Smith was convicted of using a “peep-stone” to find buried treasure in update NY.  This during a time when he was supposedly waiting on the Lord to show him the right church to join.
· Though witnesses signed affidavits saying they had seen the plates from which Smith translated the BOM, most later left the LDS church and several stated they had only seen a cart with a tarp draped over the “tablets” or had been encouraged by Smith until the had a ‘vision’ of the plates and the angel Moroni
· If the tablets were gold, as Smith claimed, they would weighed over 1 ton
· Conclusion

· LDS apologists have offered sophisticated arguments attempting to prove the BOM’s authenticity as an ancient text.  Some are very powerful – yet a simple review of the issues we’ve discussed (and dozens of other we could have) demonstrates a number of problems with the LDS Scriptures, particularly the BOM
· Our studies in the Doctrine of Scripture prepare us to evaluate the BOM and other LDS Scriptures from the standpoint of inerrancy, consistency, historical accuracy, and hermeneutics.  If we apply the ‘Berean test,’ the LDS scriptures fail!
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