Doctrines & Differences

Class #25

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Scripture and Tradition – Catholicism and the Authority of Scripture

· Tradition in Catholic Theology

· “Sacred Body of Faith”

· Received by the Apostles from Jesus Christ and handed down orally to their successors (the bishops and the Pope)

· Tradition and Scripture form one sacred deposit of God’s Word and this committed to the Church’s care (‘The Type of Teaching to be Given,” Ratio Fundmentalis Institutionis Secedotalis XIV)

· Scripture is not “the only direct rule of a Christian’s faith.  The direct rule is the teaching of the living Church, and divine tradition is with Scripture the joint source of revelation.  A Catholic dogma, therefore, does not need any scriptural text for its warrant; dogmas are believed not because they are contained in the Scriptures, but because they are taught by the Church (Denzinger, Sources of Catholic Dogma, pp. 11-12).

· A second view:  Tradition is the Church’s interpretation of Scripture

· Tradition does not contain any revelation not at least implicit in Scripture

· This view is advocated by some Catholic apologists and theologians, but has not (to my knowledge) been an official position of the Church

· Both views reject sola scriptura (Scripture Alone)

· Not even the Bible argues for the doctrine of Scripture Alone

· The early Church didn’t even have the entire NT and had to rely on oral tradition

· The Bible explicitly teaches the authority of Apostolic Tradition

· 2 Thess 2:15

· 2 Thess 3:6

· 3 John 13

· The Bible cannot be properly interpreted apart from the Church; doing so leads to a chaos of competing interpretations, divisions, and denominations – which opposes the unity of the Church taught in the NT.

· The Bible alone is not a safe guide for what we are to believe (O’Brien, Finding Christ’s Church, p. 92).

· The Council of Trent affirmed that the Bible alone is not a sufficient rule for faith and morals

· Answering Catholic Objections

· Protestants respect Tradition, but we do not exalt it to the level of Scripture

· Examples – the Creeds and Confessions

· High regard for the Early Church Fathers

· The Supremacy of Scripture

· 1 Peter 1:21

· 2 Tim 3:15-16

· 2 Tim 2:15

· Acts 1:16

· 1 Cor 2:13

· 1 Cor 14:37

· 1 Thess 2:13

· Scripture has final authority because it comes from God (Gal 1:12)
· The fallibility of Tradition
· Jesus and the Sadducees (Mat 22:29)
· Jesus and the Pharisees (Mark 7:8, 13)
· Paul and the Colossian Church (Col 2:8)
· The doctrine of sola scriptura is implicit in Scripture
· Christ used it as his sole authority in rebuking the Devil (Mat 4:4-10)
· Scripture alone is sufficiently adequate for “every good work” (2 Tim 3:15-16)
· Other doctrines accepted by the Catholic Church are implicit (not explicit) in Scripture as well, such as the Trinity
· God makes is clear that He wishes what is sufficient in His revelation for “every good word” is to be written down
· Moses (Ex 24:4)
· Joshua (josh 24:26)
· Samuel (1 Sam 10:25)
· Isaiah (Isa 8:1)
· Is the Church’s interpretation the only correct one?
· Contradictions between interpretations (Abelard (ad 1079-1142) recognized hundreds of them in his day)
· Some church fathers accepted the immaculate conception of Mary, others did not
· Some early fathers describe only two offices in the Church – pastor/teacher (“bishop”) and overseer/elder.   Others describe “bishop” as an office overseeing several congregations.
· Some official interpretations are so complex, they themselves must be interpreted.
· Jesus’s Promise to the Apostles

· John 14:26
· Who is “you” and “your”?
· Is there any mention of successors who will be similarly guided?
· The Promise extends to the Apostles and their recording of the NT

· Thus, only Scripture written or authorized by the Apostles contain God’s assurance that it contains all truth

FURTHER READING:
Reasoning from the Scriptures with Catholics, Ron Rhodes

The Roman Catholic Controversy, James White

Roman Catholics and Evangelicals, Norman Geisler, and William Nix

