Doctrines & Differences

Class #29

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Doctrine of Salvation – How were we saved?

· Our testimonies (con’t)

· Hearing how God has worked sovereignly in each of our lives to bring us to Himself

· The Salvation Process, or the “Order of Salvation”

· Election 

· Foreknowledge & Predestination

· Calling

· Gospel call vs Effective Call

· Regeneration

· Being Born Again

· Conversion

· Faith & Repentance

· Justification

· Declared righteous before God

· Adoption

· Becoming part of God’s family

· Sanctification

· Growth and Christ-likeness

· Glorification

· Receiving a resurrection body

· Calvanism vs Arminianism – Which “order of salvation” is Biblical? (See Chart on next page)
· 37“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 38“For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39“This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40“For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:37 – 40)

· 28And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. (Romans 8:28 – 30)

· 9What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; 10as it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; 11There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God;12All have turned aside, together they have become useless; There is none who does good, There is not even one.” (Ro 3:9 – 12)
Calvinist vs. Arminian

	ISSUE
	CALVINIST POSITION
	ARMINIAN POSITION

	ORIGINAL SIN
	Total depravity and guilt inherited from Adam
	Weakness inherited from Adam

	HUMAN WILL
	In bondage to sin
	Free to do spiritual good

	GRACE OF GOD
 
	Common grace given to all; saving grace given to elect
	Enabling grace given to all; saving grace given to those who believe;
persevering grace given to those who obey

	PREDESTINATION
	Rooted in God’s decrees
	Rooted in God’s foreknowledge

	REGENERATION
	God acts alone to regenerate the human heart
	God works together with the human heart to achieve regeneration

	ATONEMENT
	Christ’s death a substitutionary penal sacrifice
	Christ’s death a sacrifice that God benevolently accepted in place of a penalty

	EXTENT OF ATONEMENT
	Intended only for the elect
	Intended for all

	APPLICATION OF ATONEMENT
	By power of the Holy Spirit according to the will of God
	By power of the Holy Spirit in response to the will of the sinner

	ORDER OF SALVATION (ORDO SALUTIS)
	Election, predestination, union with Christ, calling, regeneration, faith, repentance, justification, sanctification, glorification
	Calling, faith, repentance, regeneration, justification, perseverance, glorification

	PERSEVERANCE
	Perseverance of all the elect by the grace of God
	Perseverance dependent on obedience


FURTHER READING:
Systematic Theology,  Wayne Grudem, pp. 657 - 852




Transforming Grace, Jerry Bridges

Chosen by God, R.C. Sproul

