Doctrines & Differences

Class #32

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Doctrine of Salvation – Election, Calling, and Regeneration

Ordo Salutis:  Election, Calling, Regeneration, Conversion, Justification, Adoption, Sanctification, Glorification
· Our testimonies (con’t)

· Hearing how God has worked sovereignly in each of our lives to bring us to Himself

· Election – Answering some final objections

· Does God will that all will come to repentance? 2 Peter 3:9

· Who is “you”?

· Does God desire all men to be saved?  1 Tim 2:4

· All men = pantas anthrōpous (lit. “all men,” the phrase can mean “all men” individually or “all kinds of men” – e.g., Acts 22:15; 2 Cor 3:2; Titus 2:11)

· Desires = thelei (to wish, desire, want – not as purposeful as Boulomai)

· Calling

· The Gospel Call

· Romans 8:30 – Calling is an act of God

· We are called out of darkness into God’s Light (1 Peter 2:9)

· We are called into fellowship with His Son (1 Cor 1:9)

· Those called by God belong to Christ (Romans 1:6)

· “External Call” or “General Call” – offered to all; can be rejected

· The Effective Call

· The act of God whereby the Father, speaking through human proclamation of the gospel, summons His people to Himself in such a way that they respond with saving faith.

· However, this does not mean that we come to God unwillingly – the Father draws us and we gladly, willingly, joyfully respond (John 6:44; Acts 16:14)

· “Internal Call” – is specific to an individual and creates a willing response

· The Effective Call is the outworking of God’s Grace to us – and that Grace is “Irresistible”

· God works through the Gospel Call to bring His people to Himself.  This is why it is vital for us to proclaim the Gospel until Jesus comes (Romans 10:14)

· Regeneration – being born again and receiving a new heart that seeks after God

· Who can raise the dead?

· Ephesians 2:1-10

· Col 2:8 – 14

· Does Regeneration precede repentance & belief?

· 2 Timothy 2:25

· Acts 13:28
FURTHER READING:
Chosen But Free,  Norman Geisler (a sustained argument for Arminianism)

The Potter’s Freedom,  James White (a respectful response to Geisler)

Predestination & Free Will, John Feinberg, Norman Geisler, Bruce Reichenbach, Clark Pinnock

The Cross and Salvation, Bruce Demerest

