Doctrines & Differences

Class #36

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Doctrine of Salvation – Adoption

Ordo Salutis:  Election, Calling, Regeneration, Conversion, Justification, Adoption, Sanctification, Glorification
· Our testimonies (con’t)

· Hearing how God has worked sovereignly in each of our lives to bring us to Himself

· Adoption

· “If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father” (J.I. Packer).

· Adoption is an act of God whereby we become members of His family

· In regeneration, God gives us a new Spiritual life.
· In Justification, God gives us a right legal standing before Him
· In Adoption, the focus is much more on the personal relationship that salvation gives us with God and with His people.
· There are only two spiritual “families” in the world

· God’s family…

· John 1:12

· Rom 8:14-17

· Satan’s family…

· Eph 2:2-3

· John 8:41-44

· Are we really related to one another as family members?
· Rom 9:7-8, Gal 4:28
· This relationship was hinted at in the Old Testament (Ps 103:13; Isa 43:6-7; Mal 1:6)
· This relationship is fully realized in God’s revelation through Jesus Christ (Gal 3:23-26)
· Although we are, in one sense, younger brothers of Christ (Heb 2:12, 14; Rom 8:29), Jesus is quite clear that we are not ‘sons’ of God in the same sense that He is (John 20:17)
· What ‘benefits’ are ours as members of God’s family?
· The previlege of calling God ‘our Father’ (even ‘Abba’)
· He sees after our every need (Matt 6:32)
· God’s love is lavished upon us (1 John 3:1-2)
· He gives us many good gifts (Matt 7:11)
· He gives us the special gift of the Holy Spirit (Luk 11:13)
· It is our privilege to be “led” by the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:14) to be obedient to God
· We are diciplined by God as his children (Heb 12:5-10)
Some questions to ponder:

1. Think over the list of previleges we receive as members of God’s family.  What would eternal life be like if we were regenerated and justified, but not adopted into God’s family?

2. Has your relationship with your earthly family improved since becoming a Christian or gotten worse?  Have you found Mark 10:29-30 to be true in your life as a Christian?

A challenge:

Many view Romans as Paul’s explanation of justification – how we may obtain the righteousness of God (a right standing before God and be declared righteous in God’s sight).  Some view Ephesians as Paul’s explanation of the doctrine of adoption (see Eph 1:4-5).  Read this short letter of Paul’s with this lesson in mind, and see if  you agree.

FURTHER READING:  Knowing God, J.I. Packer, pp 200 – 229.




Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem, pp. 736 – 743.

A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, Robert Reymond, 

pp. 759 -766

