Doctrines & Differences

Class #9

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

· Is the Trinity to be found in the NT? (Continued)

· John Chapter 5 – Finishing up the questions from last week

· In verse 23, Jesus says that we must honor Him just as we honor the Father.  Mormons tell us that this cannot mean that we must worship and value the Son equally with the Father – “we are to honor our mothers and fathers, too,” they say.  “That doesn’t mean we should worship them.”  How would you respond to a Mormon who said this?  How would you demonstrate that this verse is a strong proof that Jesus should be equal to the Father in our devotion?

· Verse 26 – Does the Father give life to the Son?

· Review – Going through John 5 with Jay the JW

· John 1:1 – “The Big Kahuna!”

· Handout – Some of the many ways John 1:1 has been translated

· Why the confusion over 17 simple words?

· What have they done to your song, John?

· You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. (Deut 4:2)
· Do not add to His words, Or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar. (Prov 30:6)
· I  testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book. (Rev 22:18-19)
· …and why have they done it?

· Since the earliest days of the church, John 1:1 has been a key verse in establishing the true Deity of Jesus

· "The Father of the universe has a Son, who also being the first begotten Word of God, is even God." – Justin Martyr, First Apology ch. 63; c. 150 a.d.
· "’...and the Word was God,’ of course, for that which is begotten of God is God." – Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book I, ch. 8, section 5; c. 180 a.d.
· "His Son Jesus, the Word of God, is our Instructor…. He is God and Creator." –Clement of Alexandria, Instructor, Book I, ch. 11; c. 200 a.d.

· "The Logos is God, being the substance of God." – Hippolytus, Refutation of all Heresies, Book X, ch. 29; c. 210 a.d.

· "In the beginning was the Logos and the Logos was with God and the Logos was God. What is the basic meaning and purport of Scripture? It contains, as we have often said, a double account of the Savior..God and Man" – Athanasius, Oration Against the Arians, Book III; 355 a.d.
