Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #10

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Jews, Gentiles and the Law (verses 2:12 - 16)

· What is “the Law” in verse 12?
· Verse 12 establishes the grounds by which God will impartially judge Jews and Gentiles alike.
· “Under the Law” = literally, “in [the sphere of influence of] the Law”
· Paul says that the result for both groups – Gentiles and Jews – is alike: condemnation:  Both are equal before God’s judgment.
· Paul undercuts any idea of superiority of the Jews – they may have thought that because they received the Law from God, they would be judged differently than Gentiles.  Paul says: “No way!”
· In verse 13, who are those that will be justified?  (Matt 7:21; John 14:15; James 1:22-25)
· When does a child do his/her parent’s will?  When hearing or when doing?
· Substitute the word “gospel” for the word “Law.”  This presents the truth and admonition in this verse for us.
· Class Exercise – a visit from Jay the Jehovah’s Witness who will use these verses to “prove” that salvation is by faith PLUS works and not faith alone.

· What about the “pigmy in Africa” who has never heard the Gospel?  What does Paul say about those who have never “heard the Law?”
· Biblical examples:  Noah, Melchizedek, Abraham, and Job
· What do you think Paul means by “a law to themselves?”
· Does everyone live by a “law” of some kind?
· What are some examples of “laws” people live by?
· What, exactly, is written on the hearts of Gentiles? (compare NIV & NASB/KJV)
· Compare to Heb 8:10 – a computer shows the “work” of intelligence, but is not intelligent in itself.
· According to Paul, what is our “conscience?”
· What are some examples you can think of where a non-Christian’s thoughts accuse or defend them?
· Are unbelievers in a state of internal peace or internal conflict?
· What does all this say about unbelievers?  See Romans 1:20

· Paul’s real thrust is towards the Jews:  In the claim for his Law, the Jew is claiming too much.  If the Law will save him, is not the Gentile saved, too?  He has virtually the same.
· “Paul would drive the Jew from his false mooring and leave him at sea” (Stifler, The Epistle to the Romans).
· Verse 16 introduces a new word – a very important word – to our Epistle.
· This verse connects with verse 13: “The doers of the Law shall be justified in the day when God shall judge the secrets of men.”
· What does “justify” mean?
· Does God “make” those who have been “doers of the Law” good on the day of Judgment?  Or does He “declare” them to be righteous in His role as Judge?
· Remember the little “poem” in verses 6-11?  In this “chiasm,” Paul emphasized that the “deeds” by which we are judged are those of the heart – an expression of one’s true character.  So, Paul here speaks of judging the “secrets of men.”
· “The Law is not done in God’s sight except by the incarnation of it in the heart” (Stifler).
· The deeds by which we are judged are not merely those outward deeds we do before men, but also our inward, hidden “deeds of thought” known only to God.
· “According to my Gospel.”  This is the fourth point Paul is making about God’s Judgment:
· God’s judgment is according to “the truth” (verse 2)
· God’s judgment is according to “deeds” (verse 6)
· God’s judgment is “impartial” (verse 11)
· God’s judgment is according to the Gospel (verse 16)
· There is no antithesis between the Gospel and the Law, when both are rightly understood.  Neither were intended for one people only – they are universal, applicable and available to all.
· Notice that Paul does not say God’s judgment will be “according to the Law.”  What does the Gospel add to the Law?  It is by this “addition” that we will be judged!
· Paul has now unfolded the “major premise” of his argument:  The judgment of God is of such a character that sinners, no matter who they are (Gentile or Jew) cannot stand in it.  The Jew who judges the Gentile does the same things – and Paul uses the same method to expose the Jew as he does the Gentile – that first he knew the truth, but second, refused it, and so finally fell into the sin of idolatry, sensuality, and general immorality.

