Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #11

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Jews and the Law (verses 2:17 - 29)

· Why did the Jews in Paul’s day think that their sin would not count against them in the judgment?
· What does Paul refer to when he uses the word “Law?”
· How can we understand Paul’s claim that a person inherits eternal life by doing good (2:7)?
· This section forms two parallel arguments that focus on the two special items that provided the Jews with a special status.  Read over verses 17-29 and see if you can:
1. Identify the verses containing each argument.
2. Identify the special item Paul discusses in each argument
· What do the Jews rely on for salvation (2:17)?  See Micah 3:11.
· Is boasting in God wrong? See Jeremiah 9:23-24; 1 Cor 1:28ff.  What is the proper way to “boast?”
· According to Paul, why will the Jews not be saved by the Law (2:23)?
· According to Paul, when does circumcision have value?
· What is the point of Paul’ contrast between the “letter” and the “Spirit” in verse 29?  See John 16:13ff and Romans 8:3-9.
· Are there contemporary parallels to the tendency of the Jews in Paul’s day to think of their inherited birthright as a basis for salvation?
