Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #18
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Justification and Works in Paul and James

· Read James 2:21 - 24.  James says that “Man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.”  He even uses Abraham as an example, just as Paul did.  Doesn’t James contradict Paul?

· Key #1: Verse 14:
· Greek:  MĒ DUNATAI hĒ PISTIS SŌSAI AUTON
· Literal: not has power the faith to save him
· NASB:  Can that faith save him?
· The KJV reads, “Can faith save him?”  
· The definite article (hĒ) before “faith” makes it particular (not general faith).  The KJV makes it appear that faith of any kind does not justify.  But James is speaking specifically about the man who says he has faith but has no works.
· This kind of faith is no faith at all - it is just lip-service.
· Saving faith produces works - they are inseparable in James’ mind
· Compare to Romans 1:5, “the obedience of faith”
· Compare Romans 1:13 to James 1:22
· Key #2:  Verse 18:
· To whom is James proving his faith by his works?
· “Justification” can be used of God declaring us righteous, or can be used of other men declaring us righteous.  Both senses are found in the NT.  Paul emphasizes the former; James the latter.
· Paul focuses on the initial act of salvation - when the believer comes to acknowledge Jesus as Savior and Lord.  The believer is justified by God when true faith comes into the believers heart.
· James focuses on what happens after one proclaims faith.  One with a true faith is ‘justified’ (declared righteous) which will be demonstrated because one has been “created for good works beforehand (Eph 2:10) and will be judged “according to [one’s] works” (Rev 20:12-13).
· Key #3:  Paul’s “faith” is not the same as James “faith without works”
· Paul speaks of the “obedience of faith” (Rom 1:5); and of “faith working through love” (Gal 5:6).
· Without an active faith that produces “good fruit,” Christianity becomes a barren “religion,” no different than any other.
· Works should flow from gratitude, from our realization that we have been saved by grace alone.  A true understanding of grace will lead to a genuine love of God and Christ, and a desire to obey (John 14:15).
