Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #2

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  (Romans 1:16 NASB)

· Fellowship Time

· Take up and Read!

· The great church Father Augustine, prior to his conversion to Christianity, tells that he was first motivated to study Romans when he heard a child singing from nearby house, “Take up and Read!”  Augustine became convinced of the truth of the Gospel by reading Paul’s words.

· The words of the child apply to each one of us – God asks us to take up His marvelous Word and read!

· Yet we do not read in a vacuum.  The Apostle Paul was a man in history, writing at a specific point in time, to a specific group of people.  We run the risk of misunderstanding Paul’s words if we do not understand the circumstances under which Paul wrote.

· Paul the Apostle

· Saul of Tarsus becomes Paul the Apostle

· In modern letters, the writer signs his or her name at the end of the letter.  Ancient letter writers did the opposite – they introduced themselves at the beginning (Romans 1:1).

· Paul introduces himself by two descriptions

· “a bond-servant of Jesus Christ”

· OT understanding of the Lord’s “servant” (see Joshua 14:7)

· “called to be an apostle”

· What does “apostle” mean?

· What are the criteria for being an apostle?

· What role did apostles play in the early church? (Eph 2:20)

· Why do you think Paul introduces himself with these two descriptions?

· Paul says that he has been called by Christ to be an Apostle to a particular group of people – who?

· Romans 1:5-6

· Romans 15:14-16

· But why does Paul write this letter of bold instruction to the Roman Church at this particular time?

· What has gone before? (Romans 15:19)

· Paul has completed the work of planting churches recorded in his 3 missionary journeys recorded in Acts.

· Churches founded by Paul:

· Iconium, Philipi, Thessalonica, Corinth, Ephesus, and many others.

· These missionary journeys took place between 47AD and 57AD.

· In the winter of 57AD, Paul stayed with his friend Gaius at Corinth, but his work was far from finished.

· Most scholars agree that it is here that Paul dictated Romans to Tertius, a secretary possibly provided by Gaius.

· What will come before Paul can come to Rome? (Romans 15:23-25)

· The journey to Jerusalem was to deliver the collection Paul had taken up among the churches he had visited.

· This journey was very important to Paul – he mentions it in every letter he writes on his 3rd missionary journey (1 Cor 16:1-4; 2 Cor 8-9).

· Why do you think the delivery of the collection to Jerusalem was so important to Paul?

· What will come after Paul’s visit to Rome? (Romans 15:24)

· Paul had been planning to bring the Gospel to new lands for a number of years.  His gaze settled on Spain – the Roman stronghold in the Western Empire.

· In taking the Gospel to Spain, Paul would also be able to fulfill a longtime desire – to visit the Roman Church – to share with them “a spiritual gift” and obtain from them support in his planned missionary work in Spain.

· Problem:  Paul’s message was being misinterpreted and perhaps maliciously twisted by some in the Roman church.

· Paul’s response is to send a letter in which he “sets the record straight,” thus setting the foundation for his visit.

· The Roman Church (or churches)
· It is clear from what Paul says in Romans that the Roman church had been established for quite some time.

· How did the Roman church begin? 

· Theory 1:  Some of those converted at Pentecost returned to Rome (or later moved there) and established the church

· This is the view of our “textbook” author, Douglas Moo, and many others.

· Theory 2:  Peter established the church in Rome 

· No evidence that Peter was in Rome prior to Paul writing Romans or for some time thereafter

· Paul never mentions Peter in his letter to the Romans, nor in any of his letters written from Rome.

· Peter was in Jerusalem 48AD-49AD (Acts 15)

· He was in Corinth at some point (1 Cor 1:12)

· He ministered in northern Turkey towards the end of his life (1 Peter).  “Bablyon” (1 Peter 5:13) is probably Rome, which places Peter in Rome with Mark late in the 50’s or early 60’s AD

· This is the view of the Roman Catholic Church

· Theory 3:  Paul’s converts established the Roman Church

· Paul has never been to Rome (Romans 1:10)

· Paul says that he did not build on another man’s foundation in his prior ministry – and we may assume he does not wish to do so in Rome

· Paul knows a lot of people in Rome (Romans 16)

· This is the view of F.F. Bruce, CEB Cranfield, and many other scholars.

· It appears well-supported by Scripture

· The congregation – Jewish, Gentile or both?

· In about AD49, the Emperor Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome

· The Roman writer Seutonius, in his biography of Claudius, writes that the Jews were expelled because they were rioting under the leadership of one “Chrestus.”  It is clear that Seutonius expected his readers to know who this “Chrestus” was.  Was it an oblique reference to disputes between Jews and Christians in Rome?

· With the Jews absent, the Gentile Christians would have assumed roles of leadership in the church

· Within several years, the Jews began returning to Rome.

· Paul clearly considers the Roman Church to be within his ‘sphere of influence’ as a Gentile congregation.

· However, some of the names of believers greeted by Paul are Jewish names.

· Scholars have generally chosen one line of evidence of the other – that is, that the Roman church was either predominantly Jewish or predominantly Gentile

· A balance view is that the Roman Church was largely Gentile (due to the effects of Claudius’ expulsion order), but that Jewish believers represented a sizeable minority.

