Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #20
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Eternal Life in Christ, the Second Adam (Rom 5:12-21)
· Summarizing what we’ve learned so far in Chapter 5:
· If God can redeem us when we were His _____________
· Then He can surely keep us now that we are His ____________.
· The passage before us today has been called by many scholars “the most difficult part of the New Testament” (Albert Barnes); “provoked a world of controversy” (Stifler); “is one of the most controversial in Romans” (Moo).
· Paul’s argument here is fairly straightforward:  The assurance of salvation he has just proclaimed is rooted in the power of Christ’s righteousness, which more than overcomes the sin.

· The controversy arises over the implications of Paul’s teaching about Adam’s sin and its relationship to the individual sins of all people.

· Paul compares two “Adams” (Hebrew: “Human Beings”) in this passage, using “just as … so also” comparisons:

	12.  Just as sin and death came via Adam
	 ------------------

	18.  Just as Adam brought condemnation
	So also Christ brought life

	19.  Just as Adam made many sinners
	So also Christ made many righteous

	21.  Just as sin reigned in death
	So also grace reigns, leading to lift


· Verse 12:
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· Does Paul mean physical or spiritual death?  See Gen. 2:17; 3:3.

· Review Romans 1:18 – 32.  How does this fit with what Paul is saying here about Adam’s sin?

· But, does Paul teach more than this in verses 18-19?  Does he teach that death not only comes from our own personal sins, but also from Adam’s sin?  What does it mean that “all die because Adam sinned?”

· Adam not only introduced “sin” into the gene pool of humanity, but also serves are our representative.  As the representative of all human beings, when he sinned, we all sinned – and died.
· This may seem unfair, but …

· …consider the Bible’s teaching about closely related human beings really are (e.g., Achen’s sin is called the sin of Israel [Jos 7:11]).

· …Also, remember that Christ is also our representative, and through Him all those who receive God’s grace can be saved from God’s wrath against our personal sins as well as our corporate sin in Adam.

· …Finally, who would have fared better than Adam?

· Adam’s sin was “imputed” to us (placed as a ‘debit’ in our accounts) when Adam sinned.  Just as Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us (placed as a ‘credit’ in our accounts) when we accept Him as Savior and Lord.

· Does Christ’s imputed righteousness actually make us immediately righteous?

· So, does Adam’s imputed sin actually make us sin?  In other words, who is responsible for our sins – us or Adam?

· This idea is what Paul is talking about when he speaks about those dying before the Law was given.  Without the Law, men could not break it.  Nevertheless, they had a tendency to rebel against God’s will, and were subject to death because of Adam’s sin.

· In what way is Adam a “type” of Christ?

· If death in Adam is certain, what does this say about life in Christ?

· Paul calls grace a _________________.   Can this be something earned?

· Does Paul teach “universalism” (the idea that all people will eventually be saved)?  Read verse 17 carefully.  What must those who are saved do?

· Paul knows that the Jews are still thinking about the role of the Law in all this.  Paul addresses their concerns in verses 20-21.  What does he say about the role of the Law?  ________________________________________________.

· Paul’s final point is that the righteousness that is ours in Christ will not fail us, but that it will be forever – leading to eternal life.

· Paul concludes with the words, “through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Can you now see new ways to celebrate Christ as your Lord?  
