Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #21
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Released from Sin’s Power (Rom 6:1 - 4)
· Paul begins this chapter with a question.  Go back and look at the end of chapter 5 and write which verse Paul is referring back to:________________________.

· Notice that if “justify” meant “to make good,” Paul’s question would make no sense: “Shall we continue to sin and let grace abound so we can be made better?”  But if “justify” means “declare righteous,” Paul’s question makes perfect sense: “Shall we continue to sin a let grace abound, now that we have been declared righteous?”

· Look back at Romans 4:5.  Who does God justify? _____________________.

· Paul’s answer entails the entire scope of his Gospel.  Doing good is not found in obedience to the Law or even in grateful thanksgiving to God.  It is found in Christ!

· What do you think Paul means by “died to sin?” _____________________.

· In the history of the church, many have thought Paul meant that the redeemed are now free from sin – and thus were driven to despair in seeing themselves continue to sin, or lived in self-deception (1 John 1:10).  

· Christ’s death is the believer’s death also (2 Corinthians 5:14; 1 Peter 2:24).  The blood of the cross not only washes away sins, it washes sinners. 

· Sin’s power comes from its presence in us.  The spiritual person learns that guilt lies not so much in what he or she does, but in who he or she IS.  It is not simply acts, but the person, that is an offense to God.  Sin dwells within, tainting every fiber of our being.’
· The power against continuing to sin is faith in the cross – the very thing Paul has been saying about Salvation all along!

· Paul says that the believer is now “dead to sin.”  That death answers for the guilt of what we are.  Faith takes Christ as an answer to sins – and to SIN (singular) – the sinfulness of our natures.  The Christian who fully embraces this idea finds that indwelling sin has lost its power to hammer the conscience and cut off the light from God.  “He died for what I am, as well as for what I did.”  Sin loses its power because sin is gone from the heart as its RULER – having been replaced by Christ.

· Note 3 crucial points about verse 2:

· Paul is talking about continuing IN SIN, not continuing TO SIN.

· The only change Paul is talking about to this point is a change in the believer’s attitude towards Christ.

· This verse (2) is but the first step in answering the question, “should we continue in sin?”

· In verse 3, Paul brings baptism into the discussion.  What point about baptism does Paul emphasize? _________________________________________.

· What do you think Paul means by the word “into” in this verse?

· Some have said that Paul is teaching baptism as a necessary sacrament for salvation.  Is that what Paul is teaching here?  If not, why not? ____________________________________________________________.

· Four points about baptism in the New Testament (Gal 3:27; 1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; Acts 22:16):

· It is always a part of saving ______________________.

· It is the first act of _____________________________.

· It was a symbol for _____________________________.

· Water without __________ was nothing; faith without baptism was ________________.

· What other phrase in Paul’s letter to the Romans does this concept remind you of (hint: see 1:5).

· Faith is not one thing only – it takes many forms:

· Abraham’s faith _______________________________.

· Noah’s faith __________________________________.

· Joseph’s faith _________________________________.

· David’s faith _________________________________ .
· Our faith _____________________________________.

· When Christians in the NT came to be “in Christ,” they knew when it happened (see Romans 16:7).

· The act of baptism, then, is not merely a symbol of the remission of sins, nor of the future hope we have in being raised with Christ, it is first of all a symbolic death – death to sin (not to sins!) so that we acknowledge that our sinfulness has been atoned for!

· In verse 4, Paul says that the Father raised Jesus “through His glory.”  What does God’s “glory” mean to you? ____________________________________.

· If God raised Jesus through His glory, and Paul is drawing an analogy between Christ’s death and resurrection and ours, what does that say about our rebirth into our new lives as Christians?  How does God accomplish it? ___________________________________________.

· As a side note, read John 2:19.  Who will raise Jesus from the dead according to this verse? ______________________.

· See also Romans 8:11.  Who raised Jesus from the dead according to this verse? ______________________________.
· Notice that it is by our “burial” with Christ that we may walk in the newness of life.  If we accept that Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient not only for the sins we commit, but also for the sin nature that lives within us, we start on the path towards “sanctification” – the process whereby God conforms us to the image of His Son.
