Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #26
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

· Elsy

· Vaughna

· Vacation Schedule

The Struggle of Life Under the Law (Rom 7:13 - 25)

· The key interpretive decision in this passage: Who is speaking?
· Paul as an unconverted Jew under the Law
· Douglas Moo, Rick James
· Paul as a recently converted Jew seeking sanctification under the Law
· Martin Lloyd-Jones, FF Bruce
· Paul as a mature Christian struggling with his sin nature
· CEB Cranfield, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Paul Brown, Duane Ulrich
· Anyone – either saved or not saved – who tries to live under the Law
· James Stifler, Precept Ministries
· This is not an interpretive “Slam-Dunk.”  With famous proponents for each view, it is obvious that a clear-cut answer is not available to us.
· The reasons for each view:
· Paul as an unconverted Jew
· Verse 14 is an impossible state for a regenerate Christian.  Paul does not say he “feels” he is a slave; he says he IS a slave.  
· Paul has just argued that a Christian cannot be a slave to sin in Chapter 6
· Paul as a recently converted Jew
· An unregenerate person does not struggle at all with the Law’s implications
· He says the Law is “good” (v. 16); he wants to do good (v. 19); and he concurs with the Law in his “inner man” (v. 22).
· These facts cannot be true of an unregenerate heart (Chapters 1-3).
· Paul does not avail himself of the Spirit or Christ, but seeks the Law to sanctify him, which is doomed to failure.
· Paul as a mature Christian
· An unregenerate person does not struggle at all with the Law’s implications
· He says the Law is “good” (v. 16); he wants to do good (v. 19); and he concurs with the Law in his “inner man” (v. 22).
· These facts cannot be true of an unregenerate heart (Chapters 1-3).
· So many mature Christians relate personally to Paul’s struggle
· Paul speaks I the present tense throughout this passage
· Anyone one under the Law
· The facts of this passage do not fit either a saved person or an unsaved person.  Therefore, neither can be correct.
· An inductive review of the facts shows that the speaker is trying to live “under the Law.”
· This theme fits the overall context of Chapter 7 perfectly – that just as we are free from sin as Christians (Chapter 6), we are also free from the Law (Chapter 7).
· The Law cannot justify (Chapter 4) and the Law cannot sanctify (Chapter 7).
· “Flesh” vs. “Sinful Nature” – The Translator as Traitor
· In verses 7:5, 18, and 25, the NASB translates the Greek word sarx as “flesh,” while the NIV renders it as “sinful nature.”  Which is correct?
· Sarx can mean simply the skin or “meat” of an animal or person
· Sarx can mean ‘human nature’ (see John 1:14).

· Sarx in Paul’s usage can mean the opposite of “the Spirit” or “spiritual” (see Gal 5:17).
· The NIV translation committee (which included Douglas Moo) wanted to make sure that in passages like Romans 7, the reader not be confused into thinking that sarx means simply “flesh” or “fleshly desire.”  The contrast Paul draws is not between physical and spiritual, nor does he mean to limit “flesh” to carnal sin.  Paul is speaking about our fallen human nature, in contrast our regenerate natures, transformed and led by the Spirit.

· The Solution to the Struggle

· Christ’s power, through the Spirit

· See verses 7:6; 24 – 25

· The Christian does not have to live in turmoil.  The Christian has the Spirit, who can transform the struggle through God’s Grace into joyful and grateful service to Christ – a devotion that leads to peace and eternal life.

· The Law cannot justify; the Law cannot sanctify

· It is by Grace alone that we are saved; and by Grace alone that we are sanctified.

· The Spirit is the minister of God’s Grace in our hearts.
· Application:  Consider the times you have struggled in your Christian walk.  Have you turned to the Spirit as your Guide, Helper, Comforter, and Advocate (Defense Attorney)?  List three ways you can practically seek the Spirit’s help in your goal to be “conformed to the image of God’s Son.”
