Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #28
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Spirit of Life – Part 2 (Rom 8:4 – 8)
· Verse 4 states the purpose for which God condemned Sin in the flesh.  What is it?  _________________________________________________________________.
· What is the requirement of the Law?  ___________________________________.
· The Greek word translated “requirement” in the NASB (“righteous requirement” in the NIV) is DIKAIŌMA.  It means, “just decree” ; “righteousness” ; “just requirement”.
· “Law was given that grace might be sought, grace was given that the law might be fulfilled” (Augustine).
· Why do you think Paul uses a passive construction: “might be fulfilled” instead of active, “that we might fulfill…”? ___________________________________________________________.
· Compare verse 3:31 – it is by faith that the Law is established, for we are accounted by God as having kept the Law through Christ, who kept it truly for us.
· How is the Law fulfilled in us? ________________________________________.
· What does Paul mean by “walk?”  _____________________________________.
· So, is Paul saying that the Law is fulfilled by how Christians behave? _________.
· The phrase “who do not walk according….” is descriptive of Christians who are “in the Spirit,” not a definition of how the Law is fulfilled.
· God not only provides in Christ the full completion of the Law’s demands for the believers, but he also sends the Spirit into the hearts of believers to empower a new obedience to his demands.

· What does it mean to walk “according to the Spirit?” _________________________________________________________________.
· What do you think Paul means when he contrasts “flesh” and “Spirit” in this verse? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· Class Exercise – What do you truly value?
1. ________________________________________________________.
2. ________________________________________________________.
3. ________________________________________________________.
4. ________________________________________________________.
5. ________________________________________________________.
6. ________________________________________________________.
7. ________________________________________________________.
8. ________________________________________________________.
9. ________________________________________________________.
10. ________________________________________________________.
· Verses 5 – 8 provide a contrast between the person “in the flesh” and the person “in Christ.”  List 4 reasons Paul gives why a person “in the flesh” cannot fulfill the Law:
1. __________________________________________.

2. __________________________________________.

3. __________________________________________.

4. __________________________________________.

· Do you think Paul is here offering advice to Christians on how to behave?  Or is he contrasting Christians and non-Christians? _________________________________________________________________.
· Why? ____________________________________________________________.
· What do you think Paul means by “set their minds?” (cf. 12:2)  _________________________________________________________________.
· Notice the progression from “walking” to “setting one’s mind” to “not pleasing God” to “hostility”  Why do you think Paul starts with “walking” instead of “setting one’s mind?”  Don’t we first decide think and then act? _________________________________________________________________.
· No one can be neutral – you are either in the flesh or in Christ.
· All people, by nature of Adam’s sin, are incurably ‘bent’ toward their own good rather than the good of others or of God.  The various sins to which we are attracted are symptoms of the same sickness – an idolatrous bent toward self-gratification.
Rom 8:7 - Because the carnal mind is enmity against God,.... These words contain a reason why the issue of carnal mindedness is death; because the carnal mind, the wisdom of the flesh, is not only an enemy, but enmity itself against God: against his being; it reasons against it; it wishes he was not; it forms unworthy notions of him; thinks him such an one as itself; and endeavours to bury him in forgetfulness, and erase out of its mind all memorials of him: it is at enmity against his perfections; either denying his omniscience; or arraigning his justice and faithfulness; or despising his goodness, and abusing his grace and mercy: it finds fault with, and abhors his decrees and purposes; quarrels with his providences; it is implacable against his word and Gospel; especially the particular doctrines of grace, the Father's grace in election, the Son's in redemption, and the Spirit's in regeneration; and has in the utmost contempt the ordinances and people of Christ. This enmity is universal, it is in all men in unregeneracy, either direct or indirect, hidden or more open; it is undeserved; it is natural and deeply rooted in the mind, and irreconcilable without the power and grace of God. It shows itself in an estrangedness from God; in holding friendship with the world, in harbouring the professed enemies of God, in living under the government of sin and Satan; in hating what God loves, and in loving what God hates; in omitting what God commands, and committing what he forbids; it manifests itself in their language, and throughout the whole of their conversations.  (John Gill)

