Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #30
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Spirit of Life – Part 4 (Rom 8:12 – 13)
· Many Bibles place a break between verses 11 and 12, implying that Paul has shifted his argument in some way between these verses.  Other Bibles and Commentaries include verses 12 and 13 with verse 12.
1. List one reason to place a break between verses 11 and 12:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

2. List one reason to include verses 12 and 13 with what has come before:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· The Greek behind “so then” or “therefore” at the beginning of verse 12 is emphatic.  Paul, having drawn out the two great powers that can influence Christians – the Spirit and the flesh – now turns to drawing out the consequences for the believer in day-to-day life.
· Paul says we have “no obligation” to the flesh, to “live according to it.”  Do you think Paul is saying here that our sinful flesh may be transformed by the Spirit into something good? ________________________________________.  Why or why not? _______________________________________________________.
· Can you think of some examples of situations in which we are “obligated” to others?  List 5 here (I’ll provide the first one):
1. A slave is obligated to his/her Master.
2. ______________________________
3. ______________________________
4. ______________________________
5. ______________________________
· In each of the above, list how one might still feel “obligated,” even after the formal obligation has ended:
1. A freed slave may still follow his former Master’s orders, out of habit
2. ________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________
4. ________________________________________________________
5. ________________________________________________________

· In verse 13, Paul warns that those who live according to the flesh will die.  Clearly, “die” here is spiritual death as well as physical death.  We must not weaken or water down Paul’s warning – those who live according to the flesh will be damned.
· “The believer’s once-for-all death to the law of sin does not free him from the necessity of mortifying sin in his members; it makes it necessary and possible for him to do so” (Murray).
· “The man in Christ is not in the flesh, but it is in him, and the problem of salvation is not how to transmute the flesh into something good, but how to live with this devilish thing every day without being overcome by it” (Stifler).
· Arminian:  “A regenerate believer may fall back into a ‘fleshly’ lifestyle so that the threat of this verse becomes real.  The regenerate believer can lose his salvation and receive Hell as his reward.”
· Calvinist:  “A regenerate believer may often commit ‘fleshly’ acts, but will be infallibly prevented from living a fleshly lifestyle by the Spirit within.”
· Read Romans 5:9-10; 8:1-4; 10-11.  Which of these two views do these verses support? __________________________________________.

· However, such a “Calvinistic” interpretation does not in any way mitigate the seriousness of Paul’s warning.
· Paul insists that what God has done in Christ is the sole and final grounds for our eternal life. (The “indicative”).
· Paul insists just as powerfully that living a holy life is indispensable as the precondition for attaining that life. (The “imperative”).
· These two facts cannot be eliminated nor separated from one another.
· The point of connection is the Spirit.  The same Spirit that has set us free from the Law of Sin and Death has taken up residence in us, producing in us that “mindset” that bends us towards doing God’s will and resisting the call of the flesh.
· The presence of the Spirit solves the problem.  If we live according to the Spirit that dwells within us (and if the Spirit dwells within us, we will want to live according to Him), we will live – eternally the life of adopted sons and daughters!
· While Paul says that we are responsible for the “mortification” of Sin in our lives, it is only through the Spirit that we are able to do so.
· Holiness is not achieved by unaided effort (legalism).
· Holiness is not achieved apart from our participation (“let go and let God”).
· Holiness is achieved by our constant living out of the “life” placed within us by the Spirit, who has taken up residence within.

· Sanctification “depends on the Christian’s continuing ‘yes’ to an activity which does not originate in himself, but which is nevertheless already real and actual in the core of his being” (Deidun)

