Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #36
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Our Security In Christ – Part 2 (Romans 8:35 – 39)
·  As in verses 33 and 34, Paul begins this small section with a question.  It parallels the former questions, but takes the “forensic” image of “God is for us” and makes it intensely personal:  The Love of God in Christ for us.
· In Christ, God has given us His very ____________________.
· The gift of the Son is God’s most profound expression of His love for us (c.f., 5:6-10).
· The context makes clear that the “love of Christ” is His love for us (subjective), not our love for Him (objective).
· Define the following terms in your own words:
· Tribulation = _______________________________________.
· Distress = _________________________________________.
· Persecution = ______________________________________.
· Famine = _________________________________________.
· Nakedness = ______________________________________.
· Peril = ___________________________________________.
· Sword = _________________________________________.
· Did Paul himself know these calamities? (see 2 Cor 11:26-27; 12:10).
· What is the one hazard listed here but not in 2 Corinthians? _________.
· When did Paul experience this hazard? _________________________.
· In Paul’s experience, did any of these things separate him from Christ? ___________________________________.
· Paul interrupts his thought in verse 36 by quoting Ps 44:22.  This verse was used by the Rabbis to refer to Jewish martyrs.  Why do you think Paul introduces this verse here? _________________________________
· _________________________________________________________.
· Calvin:  “It is no new thing for the Lord to permit his saints to be undeservedly exposed to the cruelty of the ungodly.”
· The “but” that begins verse 37 connects back to verse 35.  Paul expects a negative answer, then proceeds to go even further:  not only are the calamities in verse 35 unable to separate us from Christ’s love, through Him we are “more than conquerors” over them.

· The translation “more than conquerors” (NIV, KJV) or “overwhelmingly conquer” (NASB) reflects an intensive Greek verb.  Paul is emphasizing that we not only conquer, but under the providential hand of God, such things actually work to our “good” (v. 28).
· The victory is not ours, for it is only “through Him who loved us” that we conquer adversity so completely.
· The assurance Paul gives believers in the preceding verses is made personal in verse 38.  Paul stands completely convinced that nothing at all will be able to separate use from the Love of God in Christ Jesus.
· The list of possible threats has received much attention from commentators.  Generally, the list consists of a series of pairs:
· Death / Life  (two modes of existence)
· Angels / Principalities (heavenly rulers? Heavenly vs earthly powers?)
· Things Present / Things to Come (anything occurring in time)
· Height / Depth (the entire physical universe)
· Powers (spiritual forces? Eph 6:12)
· Paul often uses a list such as this to suggest a totality (e.g., Col 1:16).
· By concluding “or any other created thing,” it is clear that Paul intends to be exhaustive in his list, regardless of the specific meaning we may assign to each term:  
· NOTHING can separate us from the Love of God in Christ!
· Question:  Does “nothing” include the believer himself?  Note the “who” that begins verse 35.
· Paul’s conclusion in verse 39 reinforces everything Paul has taught in this passage, in chapter 8, and in the “section” beginning in chapter 5:  The impossibility of being separated from God’s love for us in Christ.  Notice how Paul begins by speaking in verse 35 of Christ’s love, but here refers to it as God’s love.  For Paul, the Love of God and the Love of Christ are the same, all powerful, all encompassing divine passion of God for His people.  
· The Love of God is “in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  For it is by giving “his own Son” that God’s love is above all made know to us, and only in relation to Christ do we experience the love of God for us. (Moo)
· When God gave us Christ, He gave us in Him all the love He felt towards His Son.  Some might call Romans a “dry book of doctrine.”  But here, at the conclusion of Chapter 8, we see the vital connection between doctrine and love.  It is out of these hard sayings of predestination and election that there flows this hymn of adoring confidence.  The love of the Spirit is found in the teaching of the Spirit (Stifler).
