Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #4

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Paul’s Greeting – Introducing the Gospel According to Paul, Part 2 (vv. 4 – 7)

· The Gospel Regarding God’s Son (Con’t)
·  “Through whom we have received grace and Apostleship”
· Romans is the “epistle of the resurrection…as the central potency of salvation” (Stifler, The Epistle to the Romans)
· The scope of Paul’s apostleship is established by the resurrected Christ – not merely salvation to the Jews, but salvation to all nations, as predicted by the OT prophets.
· “Obedience of faith among all the Gentiles”
· Paul is the apostle to the Gentiles, and has recently completed his 3rd missionary journey, establishing churches among Gentiles.
· There was some controversy about Paul’s mission (Acts 15), and Paul wrote an impassioned letter defending the offer of the Gospel to the Gentiles, apart from the Law (Galatians).
· Paul describes his purpose in ministry as “the obedience of faith”
· “The obedience that comes from faith” (NIV)
· “The obedience to the faith” (KJV)
· “The obedience (that is) faith”

· Christ on Faith & Obedience:
· Luke 9:23; John 14:15
· Paul on Faith & Obedience:
· Rom 1:8; 16:19
· Others on Faith & Obedience:
· 1 John 2:3-4; 1 Peter 1:14-15; James 1:22
· “You are also the called of Jesus Christ”
· Paul is “called” as an Apostle
· The Roman church members were “called” of Jesus Christ
· “Called” = kletos – Called by God, a divine action
· “To all who are beloved of God in Rome”
· Paul is writing to fellow believers
· “Called as saints”
· They are “saints” (literally, “holy, set apart for God’s purpose, pure”) by virtue of God’s calling, not their own effort or even their obedience!
· For Paul, those “called” have received an effectual call of the Gospel and have been regenerated into a new spiritual life in Christ.

· “Grace to you and peace…”
· Common greeting for Paul
· Notice that ‘grace’ comes equally from Father and Son
· For Paul, the Father = “God”; the Son = “Lord” (see 1 Cor 8:6 and Deut 6:4)
Exercise 2:  We have read that Paul was called by God to be an Apostle; that the Roman church was called by God to belong to Jesus Christ and to be “saints” (holy, set apart for God’s purpose).  What do you think God is calling you to do, or to be?
