Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #40
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Israel and the Plan of God – God’s Call and the Patriarchs (Romans 9:6 – 14)

· Paul has implicitly set the question before his readers:  “How can the present state of the church be reconciled with God’s promises to Israel?
· Paul answers in 3 stages:

· Verses 9:6-23, Paul uses the OT to define the promise

· Verses 11:1-10, Paul stresses that God is continuing to manifest his grace to Israel by calling Jews to be saved

· Verses 11:11-36, Paul hold out hope for a greater bestowal of grace on Israel in the endtimes.

· In verse 6, Paul summarizes the basic theological issue in this section of Romans:  The integrity of God’s Promises.

· Why do you think Paul is so concerned about this issue?  What does he fear some might say about God? ______________________________________________.

· Paul’s first answer is to define clearly what the promise was.

· The second half of verse 6 lays out the leading idea of in this answer – the distinction between ______________ Israel and __________ Israel.

· A great many NT scholars believe that here (and elsewhere), Paul is saying that God “transfers” his Promises from physical Israel to the church – that is, that the church = Spiritual Israel.
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· See, for example Galatians 6:16.

· If this is the sense in Romans 6, then “spiritual Israel” is the church, comprised of Jews and Gentiles.

· But the church is rarely called “Israel” in the NT, and the word / idea “church” does not appear in this context.

· The focus here is on how selected a spiritual nucleus within physical Israel.  The word Paul uses later is “remnant.”  Spiritual Israel, then, exists within physical Israel, yet contains Gentiles as well – just as it did in the OT.
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· Paul demonstrates this idea about a spiritual Israel within the nation of Israel with two key illustrations of the patriarchs:  The choice of Isaac over Ishmael and Jacob over Esau.

· Both choices prove that God has not simply guaranteed his blessing to all the physical descendants of Abraham.  Receiving the blessing of that promise has always been a matter of God’s own choosing.

· As NT Wright says, “it is a matter of grace, not race.”

· Paul first says that not all the physical descendants of Abraham are recipients of the promise – for Ishmael and his descendants are not included in the spiritual Israel God is building.

· There is a contrast between the children of Ishmael and the children of the Promise.

· Who chose who are to be the children of the Promise? _________________.

· Did Isaac or his descendants do anything to earn God’s blessing? ________.

· The question is not “why didn’t God include Ishmael?”  Rather it is, “why did God include anyone?”  See Romans 3:10.

· Some might argue that the reason Isaac received the blessings of the Promise was due to his mother being different than Ishmael’s.  So, Paul takes us down the family tree on Isaac’s side to Jacob and Esau for his next example.
· Jacob and Esau were born of Rebakah – indeed, they were twins.  Thus, nothing in their physical ancestry differed.  They were identical with respect to their ancestry.

· Further, when God chose Jacob, they had done nothing – no “works” at all.

· Paul’s point is that Jacob is blessed as a recipient of the promise purely on the basis of God’s election and grace.  He was chosen from within physical Israel to be God’s own, spiritual Israel – His remnant.

· Paul anticipates those who will say that God’s choice is not “fair,” in verse 14.  God’s is not unjust!  “May it never be!”

