Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #43
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Israel and the Plan of God – God’s Righteousness vs the Jews’ Righteousness (Romans 10:1 - 10)

· Read Romans 1:16-17.  Now read Romans 10:1-4.  How are the two related? _____________________________________________________________.
· On what basis are the Gentile believers included in the people of God, according to Paul’s reasoning in this passage? ________________________________________________________________.
· On what basis are the non-believing Jews excluded from the people of God, according to Paul’s reasoning? ________________________________________________________________.
· Does Paul seem sad or angry in this discussion about the Jews? ________________________________________________________________.
· Are the Jews hopelessly lost?  What clue in verse 1 says that they are not? ________________________________________________________________.
· What does the term “zeal for God” mean to you?  How would you put this in your own words? _______________________________________________________.
· Do you know people who are zealous for God?  Are all of them Christians?  Do you know “Christians” who are zealous for God but otherwise exhibit no fruit of salvation? _________________________________________________________
· What kind of “knowledge” do the Jews lack? ___________________________.
· This “lack of knowledge” is the key to Chapter 10.

· The righteousness of God and the righteousness of the Law essentially divide the true Gospel from all its counterfeits.  Grace vs merit
· In what way is Christ the “end” of the Law? _____________________________.
· Greek telos
· End, termination, goal, aim, fulfillment
· The Law of Moses is one of “practice” and “living” – that is, DOING.  The Law of Grace is belief and unmerited favor.
· Why do you think Paul quotes Deut 9:4 in saying, “Do not say in your heart…” ______________________________________________________________.

· Read Deut 9:4-6

· Read Deut. 30:11-14.  Is Moses writing about the Law of Faith or the Mosaic Law? __________________________________________________________.
· What is the key point Moses is making in this passage: ___________________.
· Paul applies this passage to the Law of Faith.  Many commentators think Paul is being arbitrary in this exegesis (Dodd calls it “fanciful.”).  Others say that Paul is not actually quoting this passage, but using similar language. (Hodge, for example).  
· But if we consider Paul’s overall objective – to explain WHY the Gentiles have accepted the Messiah and the Jews (largely) have not – and the point Moses is making about the availability of God’s Law to everyone – we can resolve this apparent difficulty:
· Just as God has brought is word near to Israel so that they might know and obey Him (an act of His sovereign grace), so God now bring his word “near” to both Jews and Gentiles, that they might know Him through His Son, Jesus and respond in faith and obedience.
· Because Jesus is the “end” (goal) of the Law and is now the focus of God’s revelation (10:4), Paul can ‘replace’ the commandment of Deut 30:11-14 with Christ.
· The grace of God underlies both the Old Covenant and the New.
· What is a modern phrase that we could substitute for “Who will ascend into heaven?”  ___________________________________________________.
· Why do you think Paul adds his own meaning this phrase – “that is, to bring Christ down?” _________________________________________________.
· Hint – look at verse 9.
· Just as the Israelites did not need to ascend into heaven to obtain the Law (it had already been given to them through Moses), so we do not need to ascend into heaven to __________________ (He has already _____________________).
· And why does Paul adds “to bring Christ up?” _______________________.
· Hint – look at verse 9 again
· Paul changes the phrase “across the sea” in Deut to “into the abyss” – the two terms were very closely associated in the OT (‘the deep’ could refer to both the depths of the sea and a void or abyss).  Why do you think Paul makes this minor change in wording? ________________________________________________.
· Why is the “word of faith” NEAR us?  _________________________________.
· The word that begins verse 9 (Greek hoti) can mean either “that” or “because.”  If it means “that,” the “word of faith” = “believing and confessing Jesus.”  If it means “because,” this verse explains HOW the word is near to us.  The latter is probably Paul’s intent – because verse 8 also begins with hoti, and it would be awkward for two “that is” clauses to occur back to back.  Either way, faith and confession are the two central components of Paul’s Gospel – and the two pillars upon which he establishes HOW it is that the Gentiles have become part of God’s people – and the rejection of this Gospel by many Jews is all the more tragic.
· In the passage from Deuteronomy, where is the word?  “In your __________ and in your ____________.”  Notice how this matches Paul’s wording here.
· Do you think Paul is saying that you must verbally “confess” Jesus as Lord to be saved?  If not, what do you think this “confession” consists of? _________________________________________________________________.
