Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #44
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

God’s Righteousness vs the Jews’ ‘Righteousness’ – Part 2 (Romans 10:9 - 15)

· The word that begins verse 9 (Greek hoti) can mean either “that” or “because.”  If it means “that,” the “word of faith” = “believing and confessing Jesus.”  If it means “because,” this verse explains HOW the word is near to us.  The latter is probably Paul’s intent – because verse 8 also begins with hoti, and it would be awkward for two “that is” clauses to occur back to back.  Either way, faith and confession are the two central components of Paul’s Gospel – and the two pillars upon which he establishes HOW it is that the Gentiles have become part of God’s people – and the rejection of this Gospel by many Jews is all the more tragic.
· In Deut. 30:11-14, where is the word?  “In your __________ and in your ____________.”  Notice how this matches Paul’s wording here.
· Notice, too how ‘heart’ and ‘mouth’ in verses 9 and 10 form a chaism (“X”) – a common rhetorical technique among classical Greek and Hebrew authors:
· Confess with your mouth (A)
· Believe in your heart (B)
· With the heart…(B)
· With the mouth… (A)
· Do you think Paul is saying that you must verbally “confess” Jesus as Lord to be saved?  If not, what do you think this “confession” consists of? _________________________________________________________________.
· Is there any significance in confessing coming before believing?  Or in the heart being associated with righteousness and the mouth with salvation?
· What does “as Lord” mean to you?  ____________________________________.
· Can someone be saved by confessing Jesus as their Savior but not their Lord?  Or, put another way, can one be saved by believing that Jesus is his/her Savior without also repenting of one’s sin? _____________________.

· Before you answer, consider the following:

· Lewis Chafer: “The NT does not impose repentance upon the unsaved as a condition of salvation.”  “The preacher has the obligation of preaching the Lordship of Christ to Christians exclusively, and the Saviorhood of Christ to those who are unsaved.”
· “Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and a sincere commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to Christ” (Grudem, p. 713).
· Acts 20:21

· 2 Cor 7:9-10

· Rom 1:5

· If you said “no,” is repentance a “work?”
· Why is it important for Paul to repeat the idea that Jesus is “Lord” to both Gentile and Greek, and to emphasize that there is no distinction between them in the New Covenant? ________________________________________________________.
· Read Joel 2:32.  Who is the “Lord?” in this passage?  Who is the Lord in Rom 10:13? __________________________________________________________.
· See also 1 Cor 1:2
· A Gospel that is available to all must be preached to all.  There is no clearer call to the mission of the Church than Rom 10:14-15.  Paul will build from this principle in a few verses to show that Israel has indeed heard, but has turned her back on the Gospel.  But here, Paul implicitly refers to his own role as a preacher, sent by God – and in so doing, demonstrates that God has fulfilled the prophecy in Isaiah 52:7 – that is, that He has sent preachers.
· Read Isa 52:7.  What is the “good news” the bearer is bringing to Israel.  What is the “good news” Paul says must be preached.  Are they the same? ________________________________________________________________.
· This verse was often viewed by the ancient Rabbis as prophetic of the Messianic age (cf., Dead Sea Scrolls, 11QMelch 15-19)
