Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #48
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

All Israel Will Be Saved – Part 2 (Romans 11:16 – 23)

· In these verses, Paul shifts from a general treatment of salvation history to his famous analogy of the olive tree.  Read these verses over carefully.
· Key Points:

· Root = Patriarchs & God’s Promise to them

· Tree = God’s People

· Natural branches = Jews

· Wild branches = Gentiles

· Olive Tree is a traditional symbol of Israel (cf., Hos 14:6; Jer 11:16; 

· Take a few moments and think of another analogy or metaphor that demonstrates the same ideas that Paul is expressing here.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Why do you think Paul spends several verses admonishing the Gentiles to humility?
· What does Paul say is the cause of the natural branches being broken off? ___________________________________________________________

· What does Paul say is the basis of the wild branches being grafted in?  ___________________________________________________________

· How would you compare what Paul says here with Ephesians 2:8?  ___________________________________________________________

· Paul’s warning in verses 21 – 22 has been interpreted by some to mean that Christians may “lose their salvation” if they do not continue in the faith.  But consider John 6:37 – 39; John 10:27 – 29; Rom 8:1; Eph 1:13-14; Phil 1:6; 1 Peter 1:5.  These examples can be multiplied.
· Hermeneutics = Principles for proper interpretation of the Bible

· Harmony of Scripture Principle

· No part of the Bible may be interpreted so as to contradict another part of the Bible.
· If Romans 11:21-22 cannot be interpreted so as to contradict these other verses (and they cannot be interpreted so as to contradict Romans 11:21-22), do you think Paul is teaching that Christians can lose their salvation? _____________
· If “Yes,” how could these other verses be interpreted to harmonize with Romans 11:21-22? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· If “No,” how could this verse be interpreted to harmonize with the other verses? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Another essential principle of interpretation is that “context is king.”  We cannot wrench verses 21 – 22 out of context to create a “proof text”
· “A text without a context is a pretext for a proof text” – DA Carson
· Examine the previous verses carefully.  Who were the branches that were broken off? _________________________________________________
· Why were they broken off _____________________________________
· Is Paul speaking about individual believers and apostates – or about groups of people – the Remnant and the Others? ___________________
· On what basis were the wild branches grafted in? __________________
· If the Gentiles boast of their salvation, do they really understand the basis of their salvation? ____________________________________________
· If they persist in boasting, are they truly saved? ____________________.
· If, on the other hand, the Gentiles remain faithful to the end, do they have a reason for boasting? _____________.  Why or why not? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Paul also says that those branches that have been broken off, if they return to faith, will be grafted back in.  Once again, Paul asserts that salvation is by faith, and faith alone, lest anyone should boast.  True faith is a sovereign act of God, for which we can take no credit.  As such, it is a divine promise and assurance.  If it is based on God, it cannot fail.  
