Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #49
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

All Israel Will Be Saved – Part 3 (Romans 11:24 – 26)

· Paul concludes his image of the olive tree in verse 24.  He says that it will – in a sense – be more natural for God’s original people to rejoin His people than it was for Gentiles to be grafted in.  If God can bring in “wild” Gentiles, surely He can bring in those who belong to the nation He originally elected from among all others.

· If you could summarize the most important point Paul makes in his image of the olive tree, what would it be?
· Gentiles ought not to be prideful

· Jews can be grafted in again, while Gentiles can be pruned

· Salvation is by faith alone

· God’s people are not two, but one – one tree and one root with many branches

· What is the “mystery” that Paul mentions in verse 25?  The word mystērion usually means a plan of God’s which has, prior to this time, not been revealed.  Paul describes it in three clauses:
· A partial hardening has come upon Israel

· The hardening will last until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in

· In this way, all Israel will be saved

· Which of these is the new teaching, not previously revealed:
1. God has hardened Israel

2. All Israel will be saved

3. “In this way” (ESV, ISV) “all Israel will be saved”
· What does Paul mean when he says the hardening is “partial?”  ____________________________________________________________.

· Will the hardening be temporary or permanent?  _____________________.

· What do you think this means:  “The fullness of the Gentiles….”? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· “Fullness” = Greek plērōma.  “Completeness, completion, totality, full measure” (c.f., Col 2:9).

· Some scholars this simply means “the complete blessing God has in store for the Gentiles.”  But does this fit the context?

· What do you think this means: “has come in.”  __________________________________________________________________

· It could mean, “to the Kingdom of God.”

· It could mean that God has a specific number of Gentiles planned for salvation.

· See, for example, Rev 6:11; 7:4; 14:1

· It could mean the completion of Gentile dominance of world affairs.
· See, for example, Luke 21:23-24.

· Compare to verse 12 – Fulfillment (NASB) = Fullness (NIV) = Greek plērōma
· Thus, whatever Paul means here is probably paralleled in verse 12.  The fullness of the Gentiles and the fullness of the Jews = God’s ultimate plan for salvation

· Verse 26 is the “storm center in the interpretation of Rom 9 – 11 and of NT teaching about the Jews and their future” (Moo).  

· Some interpretive challenges:

· “In this way” or “so” (Greek: houtos)

· = the manner in which something happens, connected to what comes before

· = the manner in which something happens, connected with what comes after

1. Paul never connects this phrase with what comes after elsewhere

· “All Israel”

· Spiritual Israel – Jews and Gentiles (i.e., the church)?
· The nation of Israel

· The elect within Israel

1. What is Paul’s purpose in this chapter? _____________________________________.

2. Does this purpose fit with Spiritual Israel (the church)? _____________________________________.

3. Does Paul speak of Israel in the sense of the elect only? (cf., Romans 9:6).

4. But, if Paul means only the elect here, he is affirming that all elect Jews would be saved.  This seems a rather trivial point.

5. Also, Paul is speaking about the nation of Israel in verse 25 – does it seem likely he would change its meaning just one verse later?

· “All” would seem to emphasize that the entire nation is in view.

· Does “all Israel” mean “every Israelite?”  Or simply that the nation as a whole will eventually come to Christ? ____________________________________________________.

· The phase “all Israel” in the OT signifies the nation as a whole – not necessarily every individual.

· When does this happen?

· Read Isaiah 59:20.  Who is this referring to? ______________.
· When do you think this prophecy will be fulfilled? ___________________________________________________.
