Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #51
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Transforming Power of the Gospel (Romans 12:1 – 2)

· Paul has spent chapters 1 – 11 giving an in-depth theological lesson.  But the New Testament never presents Theology as an abstract philosophy – something to contemplate or discuss.  Knowing about God changes everything in our lives.  It provides us a purpose for living.
· The Gospel includes within in it a call to transform our lives, to adjust our thinking and our actions in accordance with the truth about God in Christ.
· The Gospel not only saves us from God’s wrath, it also transforms us into the image of God’s Son.
· In Romans 12:1 – 15:13, Paul turns from theology to practical application – the implications of theology for our lives.
· 12:1 – 2 – The call to total transformation
· 12:3 – 8 – How believers should relate to the Body of Christ 
· 12:9 – 21 – How believers reveal the sincerity of our love
· 13:1 – 7 – Our relation to governing authorities
· 13:8 – 10 – Our love for others fulfills the Law
· 13:11 – 14 - How to live in light of the Day of the Lord
· 14:1 – 15:13 – How Jewish & Christian believers should resolve a specific dispute in the Roman Church over the importance of certain demands of the OT Law.
· “Therefore…”  This word sums up what has come before – specifically in chapter 11, but also the entire letter to this point.  “In light of the theology of the Gospel, therefore do this…..”
· Notice that Paul does not command, like Moses.  Instead he “urges” or “entreats.”
· The word translated “mercies” is plural in the Greek (oiktirmōn).  Some translators render this in the singular – for we typically speak of God’s “mercy” (singular). However, I think Paul here wishes to emphasize the many mercies God has granted us – or the many aspects of God’s mercy – that Paul has been enumerating in Romans.
· What do you think Paul means by presenting our “bodies?” ________________.
· See 1 Thess 5:23
· In what sense do we “present” our bodies to God? _______________________.
· Luke 2:22
· The word “worship” here is latreuō, which means “sacred service” as rendered by the Priests in the Temple.
· The word rendered “spiritual” in the NASB is logikēn which means “rational” or “reasonable” or “spiritual” (see 1 Peter 2:2).  The philosopher Philo writes: “That which is precious in the sight of God is not the number of sacrifices by the true purity of the rational spirit (pneuma logikon) in him who makes it.” (Special Laws 1:277).  There is a contrast inherent between a literal sacrifice and a ‘rational’ or ‘spiritual’ sacrifice.
· In what sense may be present ourselves as “holy” to God? _________________________________________________________________.
· Rewrite Romans 12:1 in your own words:
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· In light of Romans 12:1, what do you think Paul would say about those who argue that worship music should be more traditional (or contemporary)? __________________________________________________________________.
· Which of the following would Paul consider to be true acts of worship:
· Helping a sick friend instead of going to church
· Playing with your children instead of watching TV
· Cooking your spouse’s favorite dinner
· Singing a “praise song” with your mind fully engaged on the lyrics
· Singing  a hymn with your mind on the clock
· Thanking God for a severe trial in your life
· Praying while driving to work.
· Going to church instead of helping a sick friend
· Verse 2 elaborates on verse 1 by telling us how we can offer ourselves to God.
· We offer ourselves to God by avoiding the pattern of thinking and behaving this is characteristic of this world.  We are to be conformed to the image of Christ, not to the image of this world.  We must align ourselves with the world to come, not the world we have left behind.
· The new world of righteousness in Christ is our true, spiritual existence.  But how do we truly come to live in this new existence?
· Through transforming our minds.  Read Eph 4:21-25.
· Our minds have been corrupted through sin (Romans 1:28-29).  But when we come to Christ, we are transferred from the world of sin to the world of Righteousness in Christ (Romans 6:1-11).
· If this is true, why is it so hard for us to throw off the old “man” and take on the “new?” _______________________________________________________.
· Some counselors tell their patients to change the way they behave, and that will slowly change the way they feel and think.  Paul says to do both – to change our minds and change our behavior.
· Regeneration is wholly an act of God.  We are passive.  “Renewing” is an action we take in cooperation with the Holy Spirit to conform us to Christ.
· The goal of the renewed mind is to discern God’s will for our lives.
