Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #53
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Manifesting Genuine Love Toward Fellow Believers (Romans 12:9 – 13)

· The love Paul describes in verse 9 is the Greek agapē.  Hypocritical (insincere or pretended) love is no love at all, as Paul describes it in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.
· This phrase lacks a verb – almost as though Paul intends it as a heading over a section: “Sincere Love.”
· “Abhor” is a very strong word in the Greek (containing the prefix apo).  It is a present active participle, meaning “keep on abhorring.”’
· “Cling” means literally a lover’s embrace.
· Paul emphasizes that ‘love’ first and foremost has a moral dimension.  It is never merely an emotion in Biblical usage.  It is an action, a matter of the will.  We determine to love, and true love will be directed toward what God loves, and away from what God hates.  Such love will never lead us to do anything wrong.
· What are some examples of things we should abhor? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What are some examples of things we should cling to? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In verse 10, both “devoted” and “brotherly love” begin with the Greek prefix “philo.”  Words with this prefix were used especially to denote the affection of family members for one another.  The church, Paul implies, should be a kind of extended family in which members have a natural affection for one another.
· We will want what is best for others, if we truly exhibit agapē love for them.
· We must honor others above ourselves.  Compare this attitude with that Paul warns us about in verse 3.
· The ESV brings out another possible translation:  “Outdo one another in showing honor”
· This translation is actually more likely.
· What are some ways we can show honor to one another?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· “Lagging in diligence” has an external emphasis – how we demonstrate our love outwardly.

· “fervent in spirit” has an internal emphasis – how we demonstrate our love inwardly.

· Another possible translation is: “Be on fire with the Spirit” (ISV).  This translation has in its favor the parallel thought, “serve the Lord” in the next phrase.

· If this translation is correct, Paul is saying that we should cooperate with the Holy Spirit, who creates in us enthusiasm for the things of the Lord.

· We need to allow the Spirit to inflame our passions for Christ, his will, and his people.

· “Serve the Lord.”  This is such a commonplace idea in the NT, that we might skip over it.  But placed in this context, our service to God (compare “service” in verse 1) is an outgrowth of our agapē love.  
· The three commands in verse 12 characterize the regenerated Christian – rejoicing in hope, persevering in persecution, devoted to prayer.  The three cannot be separated.  In hope, we must pray.  In persecution we must pray.  We will hope in the midst of persecution; and be persecuted in the midst of hope.

· What is the Biblical definition of ‘hope?’ (see Hebrews 6:9-20).

· The final two commands are, again, the outworking of our genuine love for fellow believers.  “Saints” is simply the NT word for Christians – it does not imply any moral superiority.

· We are to share our abundance with fellow believers in need and to provide hospitality to travelers.  What does this imply believers should do who fall on hard times financially? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In the modern era, opening our home to travelers is not as common or necessary as it was in Paul’s day, when there were few Inns, and those one might find were usually hotbeds of crime.  In what ways can we show hospitality to fellow believers in our day and age?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This section of Paul’s letter flows naturally from what we studied last time.  There, the gifts God has granted us should be used in the Church to build up the Body and increase its numbers.  Here, Paul gives us six powerful commands to also build up the Body in love – genuine love that is an outgrowth of the Spirit dwelling within us.
