Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #6

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Paul’s Concern for the Roman Church – Part 2 (vv. 13 – 15)
· Paul’s previous plans to visit Rome

· Why does Paul appear to be so concerned that the Romans know about his previous intentions to visit them?

· “I have planned” = “I proposed” ; “I intended” – conveys a strong sense of intention

· Paul has been hindered – probably by prior ministry duties

· Paul’s purpose restated: “To have a harvest among you”

· Compare verse 11

· What does the word “harvest?” bring to mind?  Why do you think Paul uses this word?  What does he mean?

· “Among the rest of the Gentiles” restates Paul’s conviction that the Roman church is a Gentile church, and so under his Apostolic jurisdiction.

· Paul’s plan to have a harvest is not rooted in personal pride but in Paul’s obligation

· “I am under obligation” = “I am a debtor”

· What “debt” does Paul owe?  To whom does he owe it?

· Compare verse Rom 1:1; Eph 3:8; 1 Cor 9:16 - 23

· “Greeks and Barbarians” ; “wise and foolish”

· “Greeks” are usually contrasted with “Jews.”  However, here the meaning is probably all Gentiles – both “civilized” and “uncivilized”

· “Wise and foolish” probably also refers to Gentiles from a different perspective.

· Paul’s purpose again restated – “Preach the Gospel”

· Who is Paul going to preach the Gospel to?  Why?

· Cf., Matthew 28:19

 The Theme of the Letter (v. 16-17)

· “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel”
· “For” = “because” – gives the reason for what comes before.  Paul’s pride in the Gospel is the reason why he is so eager to preach the Gospel
· Compare verses 1, 3, 5, 9, 14
· “For it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes”
· The Gospel is all about (“concerning”) Jesus Christ (v. 3)
· Jesus has been appointed “Son-of-God-in-power” (v. 4)
· And it is through Jesus that the power of God for salvation is mediated (v. 8)
· Compare Ps 140:7 – the word “Strength” in the Greek OT = dunamis, the same word used here, translated “power”
· Compare 1 Cor 1:18
· “Everyone who believes” signifies the universal nature of the Gospel, which points back to verse 14
· “Believe” and “Faith” are key words throughout Romans
· Belief for Paul is something we are responsible for, yet is also never a “work,” but always a response to God’s call.
· Salvation in the OT was the salvation of the nation of Israel from the “day of wrath” (God’s final judgment).  
· Salvation included blessings, too (we are saved from something and to something!).
· And for Paul (and other NT writers), these OT blessings could be enjoyed, in part, as soon as one believes in Jesus as Lord (2 Cor 6:2; cf Rom 8:24).
· “For in it the righteousness of God is being revealed”
· “For” = “Because” = The reason that the Gospel is the power of God for salvation is because in it the righteousness of God is being revealed.
· “revealed” = “uncover” – the ‘revelation’ of God’s redemptive plan
· “Righteousness of God”
· God’s righteous judgment (cf. Luther’s original understanding)
· God’s faithfulness, especially to Israel (New Perspective)
· Status given by God; righteous standing before Him (Luther’s “born again” view)
· This makes the Gospel truly “good news”
· “The act by which God brings people into right relationship with Himself” (Moo, Epistle to the Romans, p. 74).

· “Revealed from Faith to Faith”
· Possible meanings: From God’s faithfulness to Man’s faith; From the faith of the Old Covenant to the faith of the New; From the faith of our human life to our faith in heaven; righteousness “on the basis of faith” because it was designed “for faith”
· Probably simply a repetition for emphasis – “Righteous is on the basis of faith and nothing but faith”
· “The righteous will live by faith” – Hab 2:4
· Scriptural basis for Paul’s theme
· In Habakkuk, the one who is already righteous will live by faith, facing life’s difficulties and even the apparent inconsistencies between what God promises and what happens in human history
· In Paul, the meaning is that the “righteous-by-faith will live (eternally)
· In both, the key to one’s relationship with God is faith
