Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #63
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Mature Church and Apostolic Instruction (Romans 15:14-16)
· It may seem odd, at first, after writing so long a letter, that Paul says that he is writing not because the Roman Church lacks maturity, but because it already is mature.
· Let’s first determine precisely what Paul is saying in verse 14:
· The “I” and “you” in this verse are emphatic:
· I myself am convinced that you yourselves are full….”
· The emphasis here probably underlines Paul’s seriousness
· I don’t think Kasemann’s supposition that the emphasis means that the Romans learned their Gospel apart from Paul’s (or any other Apostles?) preaching is correct (cf., Eph 2:20)
· “Filled with” = the perfect tense signifies that the Roman Church is in the state of being filled.
· “all” = “the whole range of” – points specifically to the entire Gospel
· “goodness” = “uprightness in character; kindness and generosity” (cf., Eph 5:9; 2 Thess 1:11).
· “Able to admonish one another” = able to teach and reprove one another (cf., 2 Tim 4:2; Titus 1:13; 2:15; Rev 3:19).
· Paul is presenting a picture of the mature church in these verses.
· What are the 3 key elements of maturity in the church?
· _____________________________
· _____________________________
· _____________________________
· What, exactly, does each of these terms mean?  Give examples of each:
· ______________________________________________
· ______________________________________________
· ______________________________________________
· Which of these 3 elements do you think our church is strongest in:
· _____________________________
· Which if these 3 elements do you think we are weakest in:
· _____________________________
· What can we do to “raise the bar?”
· ___________________________________________
· What can you do personally to “raise the bar?”
· ____________________________________________
· What about evangelism?  Why do you think Paul does not mention this as a key element in the church? ________________________.
· Some commentators think that Paul is exaggerating – that in light of what he has written in the previous 13 chapters, Paul cannot really think that the Roman Church is mature.  Do you think they are right?  Why or why not?
· ____________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________
· Some commentators think that Paul is being “winsome,” so as to flatter his audience and make them more attentive to what he has to say.  Do you think they are right?  Why or why not?
· __________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________
· If Paul is not exaggerating, and he is not being merely winsome, what other reasons could Paul have for writing the first 13 chapters of his letter to what he knows to be a mature church?  (Hint:  read the next two verses!):
· __________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________
· What does Paul mean by the “grace” he has been given by God?  (cf., 1:5).
· ___________________________________________________
· What does the metaphor of Paul as a “priest” offering the Gentiles as a sacrifice to God mean? _______________________________________________________
· Cf., Romans 12:1
· What must the sacrifice be, in order to be acceptable?
· _____________________________________
· But who does the “sanctifying?”
· _______________________________
· Summarize Paul’s purpose in writing to the Roman Church:
· ____________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________
