Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #64
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Fully Preaching the Gospel of Christ (Romans 15:17-19)
· In verse 17, Paul says that he has found a reason to boast – that is, to boast in the things pertaining to God.  Read also 1 Cor 1:24 – 31.  What are some things that people commonly boast about:
· ___________________________
· ___________________________
· ___________________________
· ___________________________
· ___________________________
· What is the ‘common denominator’ in all these things? ______________________.
· What does the Bible say about proud people? (James 4:6) ___________________________________________________.
· When we “boast in the Lord,” what should we be proud of? ___________________________________________________.
· How, then, can we be humble and yet “boast?” ___________________________________________________.
· Who does Paul say accomplished the preaching of the Gospel ___________________________________________________.
· What is the purpose of Paul’s preaching? ___________________________________________________.
· What is the means by which the purpose is fulfilled? In __________ and _____________________.  In _________________ and ______________.  In ____________ of the _____________ ________________.
· WARNING!  RABBIT TRAILS AHEAD!!!
· Paul was given the spiritual gift to do “signs and wonders” in his office as Apostle.  Why do you think such a gift was necessary for the Gospel to be proclaimed in the 1st Century? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· Do you think the miraculous “sign” gifts are still available to the church? __________.  Why or why not? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· So you sometimes wish you could work a miracle or two to convince an unsaved friend in the truth of the Gospel? _______.  Read 2 Peter 1:16-21.  What do you think Peter or Paul would say to encourage you that you do not need to work ‘signs and wonders’ to confirm the message of the Gospel? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· END OF RABBIT TRAILS!
· Paul says that he has “fulfilled the Gospel” from Jerusalem to Ilyricum.  What do you think he means by “fulfilled?”  Has Paul:
· Fully discharged his office as Apostle to the Gentiles?
· Proclaimed the Gospel to the degree that there are self-sustaining Churches in these regions?
· Fulfilled OT prophecies that the Gentiles would become part of God’s People?
· Fully proclaimed the Gospel in the sense that he has given the full and complete Gospel in his preaching?
· Why does Paul mention Jerusalem as the starting point of his mission to the Gentiles?  Didn’t it start in Antioch? (Acts 13:1-2). ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Why does Paul mention Ilyricum?  It is not mentioned at all in Acts or any other letters.
· A province of the Roman Empire, lying East and Northeast of the Adriatic Sea.
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· Paul could easily have taken the Egnatian Way, and ancient Roman road, from Macedonia northwest into Ilyricum on his third missionary journey.






