Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #65
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Paul’s Desire to Come to Rome (Romans 15:20 - 33)
Rom 15:20 And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, so that I would not build on another man's foundation; 

Rom 15:21 but as it is written,

          " THEY WHO HAD NO NEWS OF HIM SHALL SEE,

          AND THEY WHO HAVE NOT HEARD SHALL UNDERSTAND." 

· Read Is 52:13 – 15

· Who is “him”?

· Why does Paul quote this verse?

· What does it say about Paul’s ministry in relation to the OT prophecy?

Rom 15:22 For this reason I have often been prevented from coming to you; 

· For what reason?

Rom 15:23 but now, with no further place for me in these regions, and since I have had for many years a longing to come to you 

· What does Paul mean by “no further place for me”?

· How does this tie in to the idea of “fulfilling” the Gospel in verse 19?

Rom 15:24 whenever I go to Spain--for I hope to see you in passing, and to be helped on my way there by you, when I have first enjoyed your company for a while—

· Why do you think that Paul would want to go to Spain?

· Rome occupied Spain from about 200 b.c.

· Until recently, scholars seemed confident of a significant Jewish presence in Spain, but this is not in dispute.

· “helped on my way” = propempō,  a technical term for missionary support
· Did Paul ever arrive in Spain?

· Phil 1:25 – 26; 2:23 – 24 (probably written from Rome)

· But, an early Christian document, 1 Clement (circa 96 a.d.) refers to Paul preaching “in the east and the west” and having reached the “limit” or “goal” of the west, where he bore testimony to “the rulers” and then departed from the world.  If this letter is genuine, it was written by Clement of Rome, and so the “limit of the west” might well mean someplace west of Rome – namely Spain.
Rom 15:25 but now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints. 

Rom 15:26 For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. 

· What did Paul hope to gain through this contribution?

· 2 Cor 8:4; 9:13

· “Contribution” = koinōnian (root = “fellowship”) “that which is readily shared”
Rom 15:27 Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things. 

· Who is “their”?

· How does this idea tie back to what Paul says in general about the Gentile’s relationship to the Jews (cf., Rom 11:17-18).

Rom 15:28 Therefore, when I have finished this, and have put my seal on this fruit of theirs, I will go on by way of you to Spain. 

Rom 15:29 I know that when I come to you, I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ. 

Rom 15:30 Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me, 

Rom 15:31 that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints; 

· What two things does Paul ask the Romans to pray for specifically:

· ______________________________________

· ______________________________________

· Why does Paul use the strong word “strive?”

· Can you list 1-3 things you have striven in prayer for?

· What was the outcome?

· Recall Acts 21:15ff.  Were their prayers answered?  

· Were they answered in the way Paul originally intended?
· What does this say about the things you have striven for in prayer?

Rom 15:32 so that (57) I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your company. 

· Do you think Paul knew what it was like to find “refreshing rest” among Christian brothers and sisters?

· Is this how you would describe your usual experience when fellowshipping with fellow church members?

· Why or why not?

Rom 15:33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

· God has many titles.  Why does Paul use this one here?






