Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #66
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Paul’s Greetings & Love Expressed - Part 1 (Romans 16:1-2)

· Paul has said that he has longed to come to Rome, but has been prevented in the past by other duties.  He is now able to finally make that journey, but has one final duty he must perform in Jerusalem.  However, someone else is going to Rome and Paul sends her with his greetings.
· It is also likely that Paul sent the Roman Epistle with her as well.
· The name "Phoebe" means "radiant" or "glorious."  It was a common name of Apollo.  Thus, we may suppose that Phoebe was a Gentile convert - although many Jews in the Diaspora were taking Roman and Greek names in the First Century.
· Cenchrea is a town about seven miles from Corinth.  It was situated on an isthmus and had three ports.  It was a center of trade in the Aegean and an easy place from which to obtain passage to Rome.
· Does Phoebe have a "position" in the church? ____________________________.
· 1 Tim 3:8
· Greek "diakonon" = deaconess, servant
· She has been a "helper" to Paul
· Greek "prostatis" = "patroness, servant, helper."  It occurs only here in the NT.  The masculine form had a technical meaning in pagan and Jewish religious contexts.
· Some commentators (and translations, such as the RSV) see Phoebe as a a "leader" or "pastor" (!).  It is probable that she is a deaconess, but there is no warrant for assuming that she was Paul's pastor or leader.  In any event, Paul's emphasis is on her character, not her "office."
· What aspect of Phoebe's character does Paul emphasize? _________________.
· If Paul were writing about you, what aspect of your character would you like him to emphasize? ___________________________.
