Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #67

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Paul’s Greetings & Love Expressed - Part 2 (Romans 16:3-5)

.
· Before we discuss the 24 greetings that occur in Chapter 16, there are some preliminary issues to consider:
· Does it seem odd to you that Paul seems to know so many people in a church he had never visited? __________.  Why or why not? _________________________.
· What are some ways that Paul could have known these people (or known about them?):
· ___________________________
· ___________________________
· ___________________________
· Read Acts 18:2.  Do you think Claudius' decree might have had something to do with Paul meeting these people?  But if they are Jews, why do they have Gentile names?
· Most of Paul's letters lack personal greetings.  Why so many here?
· Consider Paul's letter to the Colossians.  It contains many greetings also.  What does the church at Colossae have in common with the church in Rome? (Hint:  Read Col 1:7) ______________________________________________.
· Why might Paul not want to include personal greetings in his other letters, but felt free to do so in these two? __________________________________.
· A number of the names Paul lists in this chapter appear in burial inscriptions of the houses of Claudius and Nero.  The "household" of Aristobulus, for example, may have been slaves of the Grandson of Herod the Great, who served the emperor Claudius.  Narcissus was a prominent freedman who served as Claudius' secretary.  His slaves would have continued to bear his name, even if they were later sold to other masters.
· Studies of the names Paul lists here reveal two general truths:
· Most are Gentile
· Most are slaves or freedmen
· At least 3 and possibly 5 house churches are mentioned.  What does this tell us about the size of a congregation in the early church?
· Prisca and Aqulia
· Covered in the next lesson
· Epaenetus
· This is the only mention of him in the NT
· Paul calls him “my beloved one” (Greek agapētos).  This suggests that Paul knows him personally, but is a semi-formalized title, so we should not press this too far.
· Paul also calls him the “firstfruits of Asia” (aparche).  The NASB and NIV render “firstfruits” as “first convert,” which is certainly accurate in terms of meaning, but they lose the beautiful metaphoric language Paul is using here.  What were the “firstfruits” in the OT (Deut 18:4)?  How was this term used in the NT?
· Romans 11:16
· Romans 8:23
· 1 Cor 15:20
· James 1:18
· What is the common thread among all these uses of the term “firstfruits?”  What is the application, then, to Epaenetus?
· What could you do today to cause someone to call you the “firstfruits?”
