Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #73
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Doxology (Romans 16:25-27)
· Was the doxology originally part of Paul’s letter, or was it added later?
· Textual evidence
· The oldest and best MSS contain the doxology
· Some later MSS don’t or have it in other places
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The End of Romans in Codex Sinaiticus (4th Century)




“all the nations leading to obedience of faith; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever and ever. Amen.”

· Internal evidence
· Some scholars say this doesn’t sound like Paul
· Others point to the similarity in language with the rest of the letter:
· “Who is able” (Power)

1:4, 16
· “Establish you” 


1:11
· “[my] Gospel”


1:1, 8, 16
· “revelation” / “Manifested”
1:17, 3:21
· “prophetical writings”

1:2; 3:21
· “obedience of faith”

1:5
· “all the nations” (Gentiles)
1:5
(Rom 16:25 NASB)  Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past,

· Re-read Romans 1:11.  Why does Paul want to impart a “spiritual gift” to the Roman church?

· What do you think “established” means?

· Who is able to establish us in our faith?

· Why does Paul call it “my” Gospel?

· Does “preaching of Jesus Christ” mean the preaching that Jesus did, or the preaching of the Apostles about Jesus?

· What does “according to” mean?

· A church is “established” when it reverently believes and says of everything … just what the Gospel reveals about these things.  The heart is so unstable, there is so much inadequate and even false teaching, and Satan is so constantly seeking to undermine, that God alone is “of power to establish” so that there be no swerving.  The Romans are joyfully firm now, Paul knows, but divine power alone can preserve them in that firmness” (Stifler, The Epistle to the Romans, p. 252).
· What is the “mystery” Paul speaks of?
· For Paul, a “mystery” is something hidden in the past, but revealed by God in later times.

· Romans 11:25; Eph 3:1-10; 5:32; 6:19

· 1 Cor 2:7; Col 2:2; 1 Tim 3:16

· How long was the “mystery” a secret?

· Do you think Paul means that there was no revelation about this mystery in the past, or that there was, but it was only a partial revelation and men did not understand it fully until later revelation?

(Rom 16:26 NASB)  but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith;

· What are the “Scriptures of the prophets?

· How has the ‘mystery’ been made known to all the nations?

· What is the goal of the mystery? (See Romans 1:5; 16:19)

· Compare with James 2:14

· How would you answer a Roman Catholic who says that good works are required for salvation?

(Rom 16:27 NASB)  to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen.

· Why do you think Paul calls God “the only Wise God” here?

· Read Romans 11:32 – 36.  How are these two doxologies related?

· How do we give glory to God through Jesus Christ?
· Read John 5:24; Revelation 5:13

· J.A. Bengel concludes his Commentary on Romans:  “And let every believing reader say: ‘Amen!’”

