The Resurrection – Fact or Fiction
· Did Jesus Really Die on the Cross?

· The “Swoon Theory”

· Popularized in the early 19th Century by Bahrdt and Venturini

· “Revived” by writers DH Lawrance, Hugh Schonfield (The Passover Plot), Donovan Joyce (The Jesus Scroll), Baigent, Leigh, and Lincoln (Holy Blood, Holy Grail)

· Advocated in 1992 by scholar Barbara Thiering
· Few scholars – even liberals – accept this theory today.  Not even the “Jesus Seminar”

· As The Passion so clearly depicts, Jesus was near death from the scourging.

· The Romans were experts at execution.  They would have been killed if they took a living prisoner from the cross.  They knew the difference between someone who was dead and someone who was nearly dead.

· The crucifixion itself was so hideous, Jesus could not have survived – even if he had been barely alive when taken down, he would have soon died in the tomb.

· The spear thrust would have killed him, had he still been alive.

· The spices and grave cloths placed on him would have weighed almost 80 pounds.

· Even if He did manage to survive in the “cool of the tomb,” He could not have moved the stone.

· The Missing Body

· Was the body in the tomb in the first place?

· John Dominic Crossan of the Jesus Seminar says that criminals were left on their crosses to be devoured by animals or dumped into a common grave.  “We’ll probably never know where Jesus’ body ended up.”

· Jesus’ burial is mentioned in all 4 Gospels and by Paul (1 Corinthians 15:3-7).  Thus, we have 5 independent witnesses, reporting what must have been common knowledge at the time.

· Joseph of Arimethea

· Member of the Sanhedrin

· Mentioned in all 4 Gospels

· Unlikely character to have been made up by early Christians

· No competing “legends” about Jesus’ burial

· In Jewish tradition, the general resurrection of the dead was a physical resurrection – not a spiritual one.  Hence, Jewish Christians taught that Jesus rose from the dead, they were teaching a physical resurrection – and an empty tomb.

· What about the “inconsistencies” in the Easter morning stories?
· Incidental details differ in the Gospel accounts – the names of the women, the exact time of their arrival, whether they see the stone rolled back or whether it has already been moved, the number of angels, and when they are said to have met Jesus.

· However, the “core” of the story is consistent between the 4 Gospels:

· Joseph of Arimathea takes the body and places it in his own, previously unused tomb

· A stone is rolled in front of the tomb opening

· A group of women come to the tomb early Sunday morning

· They find the tomb empty

· The differences in secondary details points to the fact that we have 4 independent witnesses to this story.  Indeed, if all 4 accounts were exactly the same, the skeptics would complain that they all just copied whoever wrote the first account.

· If the Resurrection were any other historical event, the evidence would be considered overwhelming.

· For example, we have two independent accounts of Hannibal crossing the Alps to attack Rome.  Both differ in certain secondary details that cannot be reconciled. Yet, no historian in the world denies that Hannibal crossed the Alps.
· The differences can easily be reconciled.  For example, it is easy to see that the time “near dawn” or “at dawn” could refer to the same general time of day.  As for the names of the women, no Gospel says that it contains a complete list of all the women.  There could have been quite a few others, besides Mary Magdalene.  The same is true of the number of angels.

· The first witnesses are said to be women – not the witnesses someone making up a story would choose.  Women weren’t even allowed to be witnesses in Jewish courts.

· The disciples died for their beliefs

· One does not lay down one’s life for a lie.  If the disciples conspired to ‘fake’ the resurrection, they would not have died for such a cause.

· The conversion of Paul

· The changes of key social structures
· Early Christians met on Sundays, not Saturdays

· Early Christians practiced Communion

· They stopped sacrificing animals, even before the destruction of the Temple in 70 a.d.

· They began to include Jesus in the worship of the One True God of Israel

· They changed their view of salvation from keeping the Law to salvation by Grace.

· The emergence of the Church

