Grace Under Fire
Class #10
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Love One Another (1 Peter 1:22 - 25)
· The Greek verb translated “purified” is in a tense that means an action started in the past and continuing into the present.  What is the “purification” that Peter is speaking about here?
· The NASB has “your souls” as the object of purification (NIV “yourselves”), which is faithful to Peter’s Greek.  Why do you think Peter includes the word “souls” here?
· The Greek word “obedience” (hypakoē) literally means “to listen under.”  It conveys the idea of closely listening to a Master or Instructor and doing what He teaches.
· What is the truth?  In what ways should be obey the truth?
· John 13:34
·  “For” = for the purpose of
· “Love of the brethren” = Greek Philadelphia
· “Fervently love one another from the heart” = Greek agape
· Most early Greek Manuscripts include “pure” before heart.
· In the Bible, what does ‘heart’ represent?
· See also, John 15:12, 17; Rom 13:8; 1 Thess 4:9; 1 John 3:11, 23, 4:11, 12; 2 John 1:5
· Do you get the idea that this is a really important command?

· List some ways that you can follow this command at Shepherd’s:

· ________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________

· Read verse 15 again.  What is the ultimate command that loving one another helps us fulfill?
· The overall sense of verse 22 is:  “Once you have begun to grow in holiness so that you can have a genuine affection for one another, make your love for each other earnest, deep, and strong.”
· This is Peter’s first specific application of the general commands to holiness in verses 13 – 21.  It is a reminder that one of the first marks of genuine growth in Christ-likeness (both in individuals and in churches) is earnest love for fellow Christians.
· It also gives encouragement that that human weaknesses and long-ingrained personality flaws can be dramatically and permanently changed through a vital relationship with Christ and other believers.
· In verse 23, Peter tells us the source of the ‘new birth.’  He calls in an “imperishable seed.”  What is it?
· Since Peter does not mention the Holy Spirit, does this mean He is not active in the ‘born again’ experience?
· What is the relationship between the Spirit and the Word?
· What two characteristics does Peter use to describe the Word?
· ______________________
· ______________________
· In what sense is the Word of God “living?”
· The power of God’s Word cannot be underestimated.  It is the “common-denominator” among all testimonies you will ever hear – the word of God preached (1 Peter 1:25) or read.
· If this is true, what should be one of the key goals when we speak with non-believers?
· When should this happen?
· Read Isaiah 40:1 – 11
· Why does Isaiah stress the permanence of God’s Word in this passage?
· Why does Isaiah use the metaphor of “grass?”  What does it signify?
· Compare and contrast this use with Peter’s.  Is it the same?  Are there any significant differences?
· _________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________
· Key Points in 1 Peter 1:
· Doctrinal Foundation

· God’s Sovereignty (“chosen” to be exiles”)

· God’s Salvation (“reserved in heaven” “we are guarded”)

· Application

· Be joyful! (Even in trials)

· Because you are saved

· Because you have been bought with a great price

· Because you have received that which the prophets and angels yearn to see

· Don’t be conformed to your former lusts

· Be Holy

· Fear God

· Love One Another

