1 Peter
Grace Under Fire
Class #16
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

The True People of God (1 Peter 2:9-10)

· Peter begins verse 9 with a contrast:  “But you…”  In contrast to those who disobey, believers are a chosen race.
· Peter describes believers collectively with four designations from the Old Testament:

· Chosen Race (Isaiah 43:20-21)

· Who was the ‘chosen race’ in Isaiah?

· Royal Priesthood

· Holy Nation (Exodus 19:6)

· LXX: “And ye shall be to me a royal priesthood and a holy nation”
· Who is “ye” in this verse?

· A People for God’s own possession (Exodus 19:5; Deut 4:20)

· Who are the “people” in these verses?
· Re-read verses 4-10.  Peter says that almost all the blessings promised to Israel in the Old Testament are being fulfilled in New Testament believers – both Jews and Gentiles.
· A great many NT scholars believe that Peter is saying that God “transfers” his Promises from physical Israel to the church – that is, that the church = Spiritual Israel.
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· If this is the sense in 1 Peter 2:9, then “spiritual Israel” is the church, comprised of Jews and Gentiles. But the church is rarely called “Israel” in the NT, and the word / idea “church” does not appear in this context.

· The focus here is on how God selected a spiritual nucleus within physical Israel.  The word Paul later is “remnant.”  Spiritual Israel, then, exists within physical Israel, yet contains Gentiles as well – just as it did in the OT.
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· God has chosen a new ‘race,’ not based on physical descent from Abraham, but on coming to Christ (see 1 Peter 2:4).

· As NT Wright says, “it is a matter of grace, not race.”

· “So that…” provides the reason or purpose for God’s choosing:
· “You may declare” indicates a bold proclamation.
· Isaiah 43:21
· MT:  “Will declare my praise” (tehillah)
· LXX:  “To tell forth my excellencies” (tas aretas)
· 1 Peter 2:9
· “That you may declare the excellencies (tas aretas) of him...”
· See Philippians 4:8
· Peter says that, just as in the Old Testament, God has redeemed His people – not from Babylon, but out of “darkness;” and not to Jerusalem, but to “His marvelous light.”
· So, what is the purpose of our Salvation?
· How do we often thwart the purpose of our Salvation by being silent or too content?
· __________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________
· In what ways can we declare all of God’s perfections?
· _______________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________
· If we have been created for God’s glory, and we are to declare all his excellencies for his glory, how do you think we will find true happiness and fulfillment in our lives?
· Think about someone you know who is truly Godly.  
· How do you feel when you are around them?
· What do they talk about?
· What do they do that you do not?
· How can you train yourself to be more like them?
· Peter concludes this section of his letter with ideas and images from Hosea (1:6, 9; 2:1, 23).  His purpose is to show fuller aspects of our great blessings as God’s People.  Just as once the Jews had “not been a people,” so Peter’s readers (and us!) were once not a people – lost in darkness and sin.  But as with Israel, God has called us to be His People by having mercy upon us.
