1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #21
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

Wives Be Submissive to Your Husbands (1 Peter 3:1-6)

· “In the same way…”
· What does this phrase point back to in the previous verses?
· The Greek homoios (“likewise”) has a range of meaning, but Peter could have emphasized an exact parallel by using a different word (Greek: kathos).  It is best to see a similarity in some respects, but not in every respect.
· “…you wives be submissive to your own husbands…”
· The word translated “submissive” is the same word (Greek: hypotassô) used in verse 2:18.
· “…even if any of them are disobedient to the word…”
· What kind of husbands was Peter talking about who were disobedient?  Believers or unbelievers?
· Cf. 1 Peter 2:8
· From what Peter says, do you think an “unequally-yoked” couple was common or rare?
· “…they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives.”
· Notice the play on words:  “disobedient to the word…won without a word”
· Does this mean that Peter is saying that we ought not share the Gospel with an unsaved spouse?
· Where else can we see this principle of letting our actions speak louder than our words?
· 1 Peter 2:12; 3:16
· “Behavior” means a constant pattern of conduct.
· Peter defines this pattern in verse 2.
· Example:  Lee Strobel
· Notice that the wife’s submission to her husband is attractive and convicting, even to an unsaved husband.  What does this tell us about God’s provision for differing roles in the husband and wife?
· Do you think Peter intends only the wife to “win” her unsaved husband without words, or is there application here for husbands with unsaved wives as well?
· How about other family relationships – parents, children, grandchildren?
· How does this ‘plan of evangelism’ within the family differ from the plan outside the family?
· See Matthew 10:14, Acts 1:8
· Why do you think Peter places such emphasis on Christian behavior as a means of evangelism?

· In verses 3 and 4, Peter contrasts outward “adornment” (the source of a woman’s beauty) with inward “adornment.”  Is this verse a prohibition on wearing jewelry, braiding your hair, or wearing fine clothing?

· What is the “hidden person of the heart?”

· “Imperishable” is the same word we find applied to heaven in 1 Peter 1:4.  This quality of the woman that does not die is a quiet and gentle spirit.  Can you put this quality in your own words?

· Why does God delight in such a spirit?  What does such a spirit signify about the woman?

· Contrast with Genesis 3:16

· How does the Christian woman demonstrate that she has been freed of this curse?

· Peter concludes the instructions to wives with the example of Sarah.  Why is Sarah an appropriate example for Peter’s readers?
· Notice that Peter says that “you have become her children.”  Peter recognizes that not only are Jewish women daughters of Sarah, but also Gentile believers are well, grafted into the Olive Tree of Israel.

· What is the condition that Peter places to determine if one is a true daughter of Sarah?

· The verb tenses in the Greek signify a pattern of continued practice of doing right.

· Why do you think Peter ends with not being frightened?

· How can a quiet and gentle woman live her life in such a way as not to be frightened?
