1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #22
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

Husbands Live in an Understanding Way with your Wives (1 Peter 3:7)

You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.  (1 Peter 3:7 NASB)
· “In the same way…”
· What does this phrase point back to in the previous verses?  Do you think Peter means that husbands should submit to their wives, “just as” their wives submit to them?
· The Greek homoios (“likewise”) has a range of meaning, but Peter could have emphasized an exact parallel by using a different word (Greek: kathos).  It is best to see a similarity in some respects, but not in every respect.
· “…live with your wives in an understanding way…”
· NIV: “be considerate as you live with your wives”
· Literally:  “dwelling with them according to knowledge”
· Peter does not specify what kind of “knowledge,” so the NASB’s “in an understanding way” is probably the best translation.
· The NIV’s “be considerate” captures the sense of caring and avoidance of conflict that Peter implies, but misses the sense of the husband having “knowledge” or information necessary for him to treat his wife in a Godly manner.
· What sorts of things do you think Peter has in mind when he says “living with them according to knowledge?”
· ______________________________________
· ______________________________________
· ______________________________________
· ______________________________________

· A husband who lives according to such knowledge will greatly enrich his marriage.

· Yet, this knowledge does not come naturally.  What two things must men study to have this knowledge?

· His ___________________

· His ___________________
· “As with someone weaker, since she is a woman…”

· Literally: “as to a weaker vessel--to the feminine one”
· “Vessel” = metaphor for humans created by God (Acts 9:15; Romans 9:21; 2 Corinthians 4:7)

· The use of the rare word “female/feminine one” indicates that Peter is speaking generically – the characteristics that God has endowed women with are all in view here – specifically those things that the husband must never take advantage of:

· Her emotional sensitivity

· Her subordinate role, vis a vis the husband

· Husbands should never be “harsh” (cf., Col. 3:19)

· Husbands should never fill their marriages with criticism and conflict.

· “show her honor…”

· This echoes the common Biblical theme that God often exalts and honors the those who are “weak” in the world’s eyes (Mt. 5:3-12; 1 Cor. 1:26-30; James 2:5; 1 Peter 5:5).
· The NIV’s “respect” is too weak; it is possible to show respect for someone in a distant, aloof manner.  

· “as a fellow heirs…”

· Why do you think Peter reminds husbands of this point?

· _____________________________________________

· Read Galatians 3:28-29.  Does Paul mean to remove the husband from his role in the marriage?  _______________

· How do we reconcile these two truths?

· ____________________________________________

· “So that your prayers will not be hindered.”

· How often did Jesus pray?

· How often did the Apostles pray?

· How often are we to pray? (1 Thess. 5:17)

· In light of the importance of prayer to the Christian, how severe is Peter’s warning?

· Differing views of the kinds of prayers Peter is talking about:

· Prayers offered by husband and wife together (e.g., Barnes’ Notes).

· Prayers by the husband for an unsaved wife (e.g., MacArthur Study Bible).

· The husband’s private prayers.

· All of the above.

· Why would God, who longs for fellowship with His children through prayer, and who commands us to pray “continuously,” interrupt his relationship with husbands to who no live in an understanding manner with their wives?
· ___________________________________________________

· Hebrews 12:4-11
· No Christian husband can expect to be successful in his ministries and in his spiritual growth without prayer.
· And no Christian husband can expect to have a successful prayer life if he is not living in an understanding way with his wife and bestowing honor upon her.
· “To take the time to develop and maintain a good marriage is God’s will; it is serving God; it is a spiritual activity that is pleasing in His sight” (Grudem, 1 Peter).
