1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #24
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

Reason for the Hope (1 Peter 3:15)

· “But sanctify Christ...”
· What does “sanctify” mean?
· ______________________
· Doesn’t Christ sanctify us?  How can we sanctify Him?
· ____________________________________________
· “as Lord in your hearts…”
· In the Greek “Christ as Lord” (or “the Lord Christ”) is emphatic: “Lord the Christ sanctify in your hearts…”
· C.f., Isaiah 8:13
· In the LXX, this verse reads: “Sanctify ye the Lord himself; and he shall be thy fear.”  (Isaiah 8:13 Brenton’s English translation of the Septuagint)
· What does “in your hearts” signify?
· ____________________________________________
· Why is this command so important?
· ____________________________________________
· “always be ready”
· How often is “always?”
· What does “be ready” mean?
· Be W_____________
· Be A_____________
· Be K_____________
· Be C_____________
· “to make a defense”
· Greek: “apologia” = a verbal defense; a reasoned statement or argument; an answer.
·  “to everyone who asks”
· To whom should we be willing to make a defense?
· Under what circumstances?
· Why is this SO important?
· __________________________________________________
· Live your lives in such a way as to make others ask questions!

· “to give an account for the hope that is in you?
· What is an ‘account?’
· What is the hope that is in us?  Use verses from 1 Peter to provide your answer:
· ____________________________________________
· ____________________________________________

· ____________________________________________

· “yet with gentleness and reverence.”
· Gentleness = “meek,” “kind,” “self-effacing”
· Reverence = “fear” (see Isaiah 8:13).  Whom should we fear?
· What should we fear?
· In this one verse, Peter commissions believers to the apologetic/evangelistic task:
· He establishes the foundation
· He provides the method
· He defines the audience
· He sets the circumstances
· He brings focus to the message
· He warns us about out attitude
· The Conversational Apologetics (or Open Apologetics) Approach
· Basic premise:  The Christian worldview is only True worldview.  Therefore, any other worldview is based on lies.  The person living in another worldview must either ‘borrow’ from our worldview (and thus be inconsistent with his own), or remain true to his worldview (and thus be inconsistent with reality).
· Great Commission = “make disciples”
· O _________________________________
· Critical Listening
· Does what they’re saying make sense?
· “How does that work?”
· “What do you mean by that?”
· “Why is that important to you?”
· P _________________________________
· “What is your source of information?”
· “Does that mean that (reduce to absurdity)”
· “Doesn’t that contradict what you said a minute ago?”
· Purpose:  To get the other person to doubt their beliefs by getting them to recognize the contradictory nature of  their worldview.
· E _________________________________
· Acts 24:25
· 1 Cor 15:1-8
· Romans 6:23
· John 3:16
· N _________________________________
· If they become believers, we disciple them.
· If not, we seek to remain friends so that we may continue to share.
